
ORDINANCE NO. 79-1 
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE LIBERTY 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, HOSFORD-TELOGIA WATER 
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM; PROVIDING FOR THE 
USE OF COUNTY WATER, ESTABLISHING RATES 
TO BE CHARGED FOR THE USE OF COUNTY 
WATER, ESTABLISHING RULES, REGULATIONS 

% P.,F,+ s1-.0a 
AND PENALTIES; PROVIDING MEANS FOR EN- * 

/ 

FORCEMENT OF PAYMENT FOR WATER SERVICES; 
PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS FOR CONNECTION TO 
SAID COUNTY WATER SYSTEM, SETTING UP MAIN- 
TENANCE REQUIREMENTS; PROHIBITING FREE 
WATER SERVICE; PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR 
VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE AND PROVIDING 3': 

a s. 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 'a *- 

-. I .  - 
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WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Liberty 

County, Florida, has constructed in the. ~okford-~elogia area of 

the County, a water production and distribution system, through 

I a community development block grant from the U. S. Department 

1 of Housing and Urban Development; and 

1 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Board of County Com- 

missioners of Liberty County, Florida, to establish a procedure 

for the operation and management of said water system, establish 

I water rates, and to otherwise provide policy for the manage- 

ment and operation of said water system; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Liberty 

County, Florida, has found and determined this Ordinance should 

be adopted immediately as an emergency Ordinance, the emergency 

being that the water system is ready for operation and certain 

citizens and inhabitants of the Hosford-Telogia area are await- 

ing the use o f  the water sys.tem and the immediate operation of 

said water system will promote and benefit the health and wel- 

fare of the inhabitants of the Hosford-Telogia area desiring the 

use of said water system. 

EE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners 

of Liberty County, Florida, as follows: 

Section 1: There is hereby created, the position of 

water Superintendent for the Hosford-Telogia Water System who 

shall be appointed and serve at the pleasure of the Board of 

County Commissioners at such compensation as the Boars of County 



Commissioners may from time to time fix. The Water Superin- 

tendent shall have the responsibility of reading water meters, 

repairing, maintaining and operating the water system under the 

guidelines established by this Ordinance and Resolutions of the 

Eoard of County Commissioners of Liberty County, Florida, to- 

gether with such other duties and responsibilities as the Eoard 

of County Commissioners may from time to time fix by Resolution. 

Section 2: The Clerk of the Circuit Court of Liberty 

County, Florida, shall have responsibility for all fiscal mat- 

ters relating to the water'system including billing, receipt of 

funds, accounting and bookkeeping. 

Section 3: The Clerk of the Circuit Court of Liberty 

County, Florida, shall establish wibh a bank selected by the 

Board of County Commissioners, a water system account into which 

all revenues from the water system shall be deposited and 

from which all expenditures shall be made. All vouchers 

for expenditures shall be approved and signed in the same 

manner as expenditures of other County funds are handled. 

( Section 4: The Board of County Commissioners of 

Liberty County, Florida, has established, created and con- 

structed a water distribution system in the area of Hosford 

and Telogia in Liberty County, Florida, known as the Hosford- 

Telogia Water System, in order to better provide for the re- 

&idents, inhabitants and citizens of that area and the use 

of County water is encouraged in order to promote the health, 
<?,- .. - :safety and-welfare of the residents of that area. 

-3 . 
Section 5: All use of County water from the Hos- 

ford-Telogia Water System shall be made in accordance with 

the rules and regulations not inconsistent with this Ordinance 

which shall be adopted hereafter from time to time by the Board 

of County Commissioners of Liberty County, Florida. 

Section 6:. All users of the service of the wa'ter 

system herein described shall pay therefor a monthly charge 

or rate as follows: 



A. The f i r s t  4 ,000  g a l l o n s ,  $5.00 minimum; 

B. The n e x t  3 , 0 0 0  g a l l o n s ,  $1.10 per t h o u s a n d ;  

C.  The n e x t  3 , 0 0 0  g a l l o n s ,  $.95 p e r  t h o u s a n d ;  

D. A l l o v e r  1 0 , 0 0 0  g a l l o n s ,  $.80 p e r  t h o u s a n d .  

S e c t i o n  7: Users s h a l l  b e  d e f i n e d  as  a n y  r e s i d e n t i a l  

o r  c o m m e r c i a l  u s e r  o f  County  w a t e r  o f  t h e  B o s f o r d - T e l o g i a  W a t e r  

s y s t e m .  R a t e s  a s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n  a r e  t o  be  c h a r g e d  t p a n d  as- 
, .' . ...I. 

s e s s e d  t o  e a c h  r e s i d e n t  and  t o  e a c h  c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i d m e n t  o r  .. 

p l a c e s  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  r e q a r d l e s s  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  w a t e r  is pro- 

v i d e d  f o r  e a c h  r e s i d e n c e  o r  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s  o r  o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t y  

t h r o u g h  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  m a s t e r  meter. T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  s h a l l  ap-  

p l y  t o ,  b u t  s h a l l  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  l i m i t e d  to,  r e s i d e n t s  o f  a p a r t -  

ment  b u i l d i n g s ,  r e s i d e n t s  o f  m o b i l e  home p a r k s ,  a n d  o c c u p a n t s  o f  

s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r s  o r  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r  complexes .  T h u s ,  w h e r e  w a t e r  

may b e  s o l d  o r  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  owner  o f  a n  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  

o r  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r  complex,  o r  m o b i l e  home p a r k ,  o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t y  

t h r o u g h  a  m a s t e r  meter, t h e  r a t e s  s e t  f o r t h  h e r e i n  s h a l l  a p p l y  

t o  e a c h  s e p a r a t e  a p a r t m e n t ,  e a c h  o c c u p a n t  o f  t h e  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r  

o r  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r  complex,  e a c h  o c c u p a n t  o f  m o b i l e  homes o r  o c -  

c u p a n t s  o f  a  m o b i l e  home p a r k  o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t y .  

S e c t i o n  8: No w a t e r  s h a l l  be  f u r n i s h e d  Eree o f  

c h a r g e  t o  a n y  p e r s o n ,  f i r m  o r  c o r p o r a t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r ,  a n d  

e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  u s e r  o f  t h e  w a t e r  s y s t e m  s h a l l  p a y  t h e r e f o r  

t h e  r a t e s  f i x e d  by t h i s  O r d i n a n c e .  

S e c t i o n  9:  A l l  b i l l s  f o r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  

d u e  when r e n d e r e d .  I f  a n y  b i l l  f o r  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  re- 

main u n p a i d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t e n  ( 1 0 )  d a y s ,  t h e  same s h a l l  b e  

s u b j e c t  t o  a  p e n a l t y  o f  $1.00.  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  nonpayment  

t o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  t w e n t y  ( 2 0 )  d a y s  f rom t h e  d u e  d a t e  o f  t h e  

w a t e r  b i l l ,  t h e  w a t e r  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  c u s t o m e r  o r  consumer  

s h a l l  b e  d i s c o n t i n u e d  a n d  s u c h  s e r v i c e  s h a l l  r e m a i n  d i s c o n -  

t i n u e d  u n t i l  a l l  p a s t  d u e  c h a r g e s  a n d  d i s c o n n e c t i o n  c h a r g e s ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  r e c o n n e c t i o n  c h a r g e  o f  $10.00 h a v e  b e e n  

p a i d .  



Section 10: A deposit of $20.00 shall be required 

tor all consumers. This deposit is refundable to the depositor 

at any time that the water service is discontinued and.al1 out- 

standing obligations to the system have been satisfied. There 

will be a connection charge as follows: 

A. The first meter shall be free. 

B. If a second meter is requested, the cost 

shall be $32.00, or the actual cost thereof, whichever is 

greater, together with a $5.00 service fee. 

C. If it is necessary -to run lines for a 

distance greater than one city block, a charge of actual 

cost of labor and materials. 

Section 11: The owners of all properties or users 

shall be responsible for maintaining all plumbing on such 

property and the pipe leading to and connecting from the 

water distribution line. No allowance or adjustment of any. 

water bill shall be made for leaks of any nature occurring 

on the consumers side of the meter. In the event any meter ' 

on the consumers premises is destroyed or otherwise caused 

to fail to register, the consumer shall be billed for the 

period involved on the basis of previous consumption. 

Section 12: No person shall interconnect a pri- 

vately owned water system with a separate source of water 
.' I 

to the water system which is furnished by the Hosford-Telo- 

-gia Water System. 
->, . 
-, \-- 
+< - Section 13: In the event water is expended for 
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* ::d 
rire protection with property not on the system, the owner 

of such property shall be assessed for the amount of water 

used at the rates set forth in this Ordinance. The estimate 

of the Head of the Water Department as to the amount of water 

used shall be conclusive. 

Section 14: All meters, valves, pipes, cutoffs and 

other materials installed and provided by the County or its 



c o n t r a c t o r s ,  s h a l l  r e m a i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  S y s t e m  and  

a n y  u s a g e  t h e r e o f  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  t h e r e o f  by a n y o n e ,  w i t h o u t  

p r i o r  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  Board  o f  C o u n t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  is 

e x p r e s s l y  p r o h i b i t e d .  

S e c t i o n  1 5 :  Any v i o l a t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n s  1 2  a n d / o r  

1 4  o f  t h i s  O r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  misdemeanor  i n  t h e  

s e c o n d  d e g r e e  and  a n y  p e r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  v i o l a t i n g  fhe p r o -  
> :<. 

v i s i o n s  o f  S e c t i o n s  1 2  a n d / o r  1 4  o f  t h i s  O r d i n a n c e  s h s l l  b e  . - 

p u n i s h e d  by a  f i n e  o f  n o t  more t h a n  $100.00 o r  i m p r i s o n m e n t  

t o r  n o t  more t h a n  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  d a y s  i n  t h e  C o u n t y  J a i l ,  o r  b o t h .  

I n  c a s e  o f  a  c o n t i n u i n g  v i o l a t i o n ,  e a c h  d a y  o f  v i o l a t i o n  s h a l l  

c o n s t i t u t e  a  s e p a r a t e  o f f e n s e .  

S e c t i o n  1 6 :  T h i s  O r d i n a n c e  s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  a s  a n  emergency  o r d i n a n c e  upon i t s  a d o p t i o n .  

PASSED AND ADOPTED I N  REGULAR SESSION THIS - 
OF MAY, 1 9 7 9 .  

BOARD OF COUNTY COP.lMISSIONERS OF 
LIBERTY COUNTY, FLORIDA 

I ts  Cha i rman  
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. AQ-TESTED BY: - 

DUNCAN HOSFORD 
C l e r k  o f  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  
L i b e r t y  C o u n t y ,  F l o r i d a  

By : 
Deputy  C l e r k  


