
ORDINANCE NO. 82- 1 

An Ordinance t o  be e n t i t l e d  

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE COLLECTION, 
CONTROL AND DISPOSAL OF LITTER WITHIN BOTH 
THE INCORPORATED AND UNINCORPORATED AREAS 
OF LIBERTY COUNTY; DEFINING CERTAIN TERMS, 
PROVIDING REGULATION REGARDING LITTER I N  
BOTH THE PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS; PRO- 
V I D I N G  THAT VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE A MISDEMEANOR; PROVIDING PENALTIES; 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Th i s  Ordinance i s  adopted pursuan t  t o  a u t h o r i t y  c o n f ~ r r e d  

on t h e  Board o f  County Commissioners by Chapter  125,  F l o r i d a  

S t a t u t e s .  

PURPOSE 

I t  i s  t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  Ordinance, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  

t o  p rov ide  t h a t  a l l  pe r sons  p r e s e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  county  a t  any t i m e  

s h a l l  a b i d e  by t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  Ordinance, t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  

p o s s i b l e ;  t o  make L i b e r t y  County a  c l e a n  and p l e a s a n t  p l a c e  t o  

l i v e  and v i s i t ;  t o  p rov ide  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  people  o f  L i b e r t y  

County f o r  t h e  p roper  c o n t a i n e r i z a t i o n  and c o n t r o l  o f  l i t t e r ;  t o  

p rov ide  t h e  law enforcement pe r sonne l  w i t h  means t o  l e g a l l y  c o n t r o l  

w i t h i n  L i b ~ r t y  County. 

SECTION 1 - DEFINITIONS 

1-A) L i t t e r / S o l i d  Waste i s  any q u a n t i t y  o f  uncon t a ine r i z ed  

paper ,  me t a l ,  p l a s t i c ,  g l a s s  o r  misce l l aneous  s o l i d  waste  which may 

be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  t r a s h ,  d e b r i s ,  r ubb i sh ,  r e f u s e ,  garbage,  junk o r  

any th ing  synonymous t he r ewi th .  

1-B) Person i n c l u d e s  an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  f i rm ,  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  
. I 

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  execu to r ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  t r u s t e e  o r  any 

o t h e r  l e g a l  e n t i t y , - w h e t h e r  s i n g u l a r  o r  p l u r a l  mascul ine  o r  feminine ,  
.?- .-:_ 

whether  f o r  p r o f i t  o r  non -p ro f i t ,  whether  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  o r  any 
.s:/-' -- 

combination t h e r e o f ,  a s  t h e  c o n t e x t  may r e q u i r e .  

1-C) Veh i c l e  i n c l u d e s  a l l  i t e m s  used f o r  t r a n s p o r a t i o n  of 

pe r sons  or  any o t h e r  i t e m s  o r  o b j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  
'9 

b i k e s ,  motor b i k e s ,  c a r s ,  t r u c k s ,  t r a i n s ,  p l a n e s ,  b o a t s ,  e t c .  

1 - D )  Con t a ine r s  may be  b u i l t  o f  such m a t e r i a l  a s  me t a l ,  

heavy-duty paper  o r  p l a s t i c ,  o r  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  m a t e r i a l s  s u f f i c i e n t  

t o  ho ld  t h e  l i t t e r  p laced  t h e r e i n .  A l l  c o n t a i n e r s  must have a cover  
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s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  l i t t e r  i n  t h e  conta iner .  Those c o n t a i n e r s  

n o t  having l i d s  o r  s u f f i c i e n t  cover t o  conta in  t h e  l i t t e r  s h a l l  i n  

and of i t s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e  proof t h a t  a  v i o l a t i o n  has  been committed. 

They must be proper ly  maintained t o  prevent  t h e  l o s s  of l i t t e r  con- 

t a i n e d  i n  them by animals ,  r a i n ,  wind, 

SECTION 2  - REGULATIONS 

2-A) Pedes t r i ans  and Vehic les  

(1) It s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  throw, 

d i s c a r d ,  p l ace  o r  d e p o s i t  l i t t e r  i n  any manner o r  amount on_any  . . - 
pub l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  p roper ty  w i th in  t h e  county,  except  i n  conga iners  

o r  a r e a s  l awfu l ly  provided t h e r e f o r  under law. 

(2 )  I n  t h e  prosecu t ion  charging a v i o l a t i o n .  o f  

I Sect ion  2-A (1) from a  v e h i c l e ,  proof t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  v e h i c l e  

desc r ibed  i n  t h e  complaint  was t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e  l i t t e r ,  t o g e t h e r  

w i th  proof t h a t  t h e  defendant named i n  t h e  complaint  was a t  t h e  t i m e  

of such v i o l a t i o n  t h e  owner of s a i d  v e h i c l e ,  r e g i s t e r e d  o r  no t ,  s h a l l  

c o n s t i t u t e  i n  evidence a  presumption t h a t  t h e  owner was t h e  person 

who committed t h e  v i o l a t i o n .  

( 3 )  I t  s h a l l  be t h e  duty  of every person d i s t r i b u t i n g  

commercial h a n d b i l l s ,  l e a f l e t s ,  f l y e r s  o r  any o t h e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  o r  

in format iona l  m a t e r i a l  o r  such person upon whose behalf  such iteras 

a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t ake  whatever measures t h a t  may be necessary  t o  

keep such m a t e r i a l s  from l i t t e r i n g  pub l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  p roper ty .  

( 4 )  To f a c i l i t a t e  proper  d i s p o s a l  of l i t t e r  by pedes- 

t r i a n s  and from v e h i c l e s ,  a l l  publ ic ly-pa t ron ized  o r  used e s t a b l i s h -  

ments and i n s t i t u t i o n s  s h a l l  provide,  r e g u l a r l y  empty and mainta in  

i n  good cond i t i on ,  adequate con ta ine r s .  This  requirement s h a l l  be 

a p p l i c a b l e ,  bu t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  fas t - food o u t l e t s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  

shopping c e n t e r s ,  convenience s t o r e s ,  supermarkets,  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n s ,  

commercial parking l o t s ,  mobile can teens ,  motels ,  h e a l t h  c a r e  f a c i l i -  

t i e s  and schools .  

2-B) Vehicles  Transpor t ing o r  Carrying Loose Ma te r i a l s  and 

L i t t e r  

(1) It s h a l l  be unlawful f o r  any person t o  t r a n s p o r t  

o r  c a r r y  l oose  l i t t e r  by v e h i c l e  w i th in  t h e  county u n l e s s  s a i d  cargo  



i s  covered and secured  i n  such a  manner a s  t o  p r even t  d e p o s i t i n g  of 

l i t t e r  o n  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  p rope r ty ,  

( 2 )  The d u t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  imposed by S e c t i o n  

2-B (1) s h a l l  be  a p p l i c a b l e  a l i k e  t o  t h e  owner o f  t h e  v e h i c l e ,  t h e  

o p e r a t o r  t h e r e o f ,  and t h e  pe rson  from whose r e s i d e n c e  o r  e s t a b l i s h -  

ment t h e  ca rgo  o r i g i n a t e d .  

( 3 )  I n  t h e  p ro secu t i on  charg ing  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  

S e c t i o n  2-B (l),  l a c k  o f  adequa te  cover ing  and s e c u r i n g  s h a l l  i n  

i t s e l f  c o n s t i t u t e  proof a v i o l a t i o n  ha s  been committed. 

2-C) Loading and Unloading Opera t ions  

(1) Any owner o r  occupant  o f  an e s t ab l i shmen t  o r  

i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  which l i t t e r  i s  a t t e n d a n t  t o  t h e  packing and un- 

packing and l o a d i n g  and unloading o f  m a t e r i a l s  and s u p p l i e s  a t  

e x t e r i o r  l o c a t i o n s  s h a l l  p rov ide  s u i t a b l e  c o n t a i n e r s  t h e r e  f o r  

t h e  d i s p o s a l  and s t o r a g e  o f  such l i t t e r  and s h a l l  make a p p r o p r i a t e  

ar rangements  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e o f .  

(2 )  I t  s h a l l  f u r t h e r  be t h e  du ty  o f  t h e  owner o r  

occupant  t o  remove a t  t h e  end o f  each  working day any l i t t e r  t h a t  

h a s  n o t  been p r o p e r l y  secured  o r  p laced  i n  a  c o n t a i n e r  a t  t h e s e  

l o c a t i o n s .  

2-D) Cons t ruc t i on  and Demoli t ion P r o j e c t s  

(1) I t  s h a l l  be unlawful  f o r  t h e  owner, agen t ,  o r  

c o n t r a c t o r  i n  cha rge  o f  any c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  demo l i t i on  s i te  t o  

cause ,  ma in t a in ,  p e r i t  o r  a l l ow  t o  be caused,  main ta ined  o r  permit-  

t e d  t h e  accumulat ion o f  any l i t t e r  on t h e  s i te  b e f o r e ,  du r ing  o r  

a f t e r  complet ion o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  demo l i t i on  p r o j e c t .  

( 2 )  It s h a l l  be  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  owner, a g e n t  o r  con- 

tracph -. . t o  i a v e  oh t h e  s i te  adequa te  c o n t a i n e r s  f o r  t h e  d i s p o s a l  of 
-5: ' 

l i t t e r % n d  t o  make a p p r o p r i a t e  ar rangements  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  t h e r e -  

o f  or f o r  t r a n s p o r t  by him t o  a  l e g a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  f a c i l i t y  f o r  f i n a l  

d i s p o s i t i o n .  

( 3 )  The owner, a g e n t  o r  c o n t r a c t o r  may be r e q u i r e d  a t  

any t i m e  t o  show proof o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  o r  i f  t r a n s p o r t e d  

1 
i by h imse l f ,  o f  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  a l e g a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  f a c i l i t y .  

1: . 2-E) Household W a s t e  and L i t t e r ;  C o n t a i n e r i z a t i o n  and Removal 
I 



(1) All residences located in the county shall have 

proper and sufficient containers to accommodate their normal volume 

of waste and litter between times of its being deposited in a legal- 

ly authorized dumping area. 

(2) All items too large to fit into containers, which 

are to be disposed of, such as, but not limited to, appliances, furni- 

ture and mattresses, shall be disposed of promptly. 

(3) ~ l l  loose materials and litter which normally fit 

I into containers which are excess as a result of special ci~cumstances 
I , $2 .  

1 such as holidays shall be bundled and properly secured to p'r-event 
I 

I 
them from blowing or scattering and shall be properly stored until 

disposed of in a legally authorized area, such disposal to be done 

promptly. 

(4) Containers shall be kept covered at all times. 

(5) Any container for household use which has de- 

fects likely to hamper collection or injure the public generally 

shall be replaced promptly by the owner or user of the container 

upon receipt of written notice of such defects from the county. 

Failure to do so within five (5) days of such notification shall 

constitute a violation of this section. 

(6) It shall be unlawful for any resident to deposit 

household waste and litter in any receptacle maintained at any lo- 

cation for the disposal of litter by pedestrians. 

2-F) Commercial Solid Waste Containerization and Removal 

(1) All establishments and institutions which generate 

solid waste shall p-roperly containerize solid waste until such time 

as it is appropriately disposed of. 

(2) Containers shall be kept covered at all times. 

(3) Any container which has defects likely to hamper 

collection or injure persons collecting the contents thereof or the 

public generally shall be replaced promptly by the owner or user of 

the container upon receipt of written notice of such defects from 

the county. Failure to do so within five (5) days of such notifi- 

cation shall constitute a violation of this section. 

(4) It shall be unlawful for any owner, manager or 



employee of a  commercial es tab l i shment  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  d e p o s i t  sol.iZ 

waste from t h a t  e s t ab l i shmen t  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  any r e c e p t a c l e  main- 

t a i n e d  on a s idewalk o r  a t  any o t h e r  l o c a t i o n  f o r  d i s p o s a l  of  l i t t e r  . . 

by pedes t r i ans ,  

2-G) Prov is ions  f o r  S o l i d  Waste Disposal  and S torage  F a c i l i -  

t ies a t  New Bui ld ings  

(1) Before any bu i ld ing  permi t s  s h a l l  be i s sued  f o r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of commercial b u i l d i n g s  and mul t ip le-dwel l ing u n i t s ,  

p l ans  f o r  adequacy, l o c a t i o n  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of s o l i d  waste con- 

t a i n e r i z a t i o n  and s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  must be approved by t h e  County 

Bui lding In spec to r .  

(2 )  No c e r t i f i c a t e  of  occupancy o r  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t  

s h a l l  be  i s sued  f o r  s a i d  premises u n t i l  t h e  County Bui lding Inspec- 

t o r ' s  approva l  ha s  been ob ta ined .  

2-H) Keeping ,Proper ty  Clean 

(1) It s h a l l  be t h e  duty o f  t h e  owner, agen t ,  occu- 

pan t  o r  lessee t o  keep e x t e r i o r  p r i v a t e  p roper ty  f r e e  o f  l i t t e r .  

Th i s  requirement  a p p l i e s  no t  o n l y  t o  removal o f  l o o s e  l i t t e r ,  b u t -  

t o  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a l r e a d y  a r e ,  o r  become t rapped ,  on t h e  p roper ty  

o r  a long such l o c a t i o n s  a s  fence  and wa l l  bases ,  g r a s sy  and p lan ted  

a r e a s ,  bo rde r s ,  enbankments and o t h e r  lodg ing  p o i n t s .  

(2 )  It s h a l l  be unlawful  t o  sweep, push o r  move 

l i t ter  and w a s t e  from p r i v a t e  p rope r ty  i n t o  s t r e e t s ,  roads  o r  o t h e r  

p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  proper ty .  Cleaning of l i t t e r  from p r i v a t e  and 

commercial p rope r ty  must be picked up and pu t  i n t o  household o r  

comm'ercial s o l i d  w a s t e  con t a ine r s .  

( 3 )  Jt s h a l l  be t h e  du ty  of  every  non-res ident  owner 
-\: - 

of v a c a n t  or un inhabi ted  p rope r ty  t o  appo in t  a r e s i d e n t  agent  who 
*%: ' 

shal%\%ave t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of keeping t h a t  l o t  o r  o t h e r  p roper ty  

f r e e  o f  l i t t e r .  

( 4 )  I f  a f t e r  due warnings i n  w r i t i n g  an owner, a g e n t ,  

occupant o r  lessee f a i l s  t o  remove l i t t e r  from any p r i v a t e  p rope r ty ,  

t h e  county  i s  au tho r i zed  t o  s e r v e  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t o  t h e  owner, o r  

h i s  appointed agen t ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  cond i t i on  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t e d  w i t h i n  

t e n  (10) days ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w i l l  be c leaned by t h e  county and t h e  
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owner o r  h i s  appointed agent  b i l l e d  f o r  t h e  c o s t  t h e r e o f ,  I f  t h e  

I b i l l  i s  n o t  pa id  w i t h i n  t h i r t y  (30)  days ,  execut ion  may be  i s sued  

by t h e  county a g a i n s t  t h e  proper ty  f o r  t h e  amount of t h e  c l ean ing  

I 
I 
I charge,  and such execut ion  s h a l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a l i e n  on t h e  p rope r ty  

u n t i l  t h e  c la im has  been s a t i s f i e d .  

SECTION 3 - RELATION TO OTHER ORDINANCES 

This  Ordinance i s  t o  be used i n  conjunc t ion  w i t h  o t h e r  

County Ordinances p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and d i s p o s a l  o f  

s o l i d  waste. -.,. - 
w-, - -. 

SECTION 4 - EFFECTIVE DATE . :r 
-. 

This  Ordinance s h a l l  become ef fec t ive- ' immedia te ly  upon 

passage and f i l i n g  wi th  t h e  Sec re t a ry  of S t a t e  as provided by law. 

SECTION 5 - PENALTIES 

5-A) Any person v i o l a t i n g  any p rov i s ion  of t h i s  Ordinance 

s h a l l  be deemed g u i l t y  o f  a misdemeanor, and upon conv ic t ion  s h a l l  

be punished by a f i n e  n o t  l e s s  than  $35.00 and n o t  more than  $500.00 

o r  by imprisonment i n  t h e  county j a i l  n o t  t o  exceed s i x t y  (60) days  

or  by both such f i n e  and imprisonment. 

5-B) Each and every day dur ing which a v i o l a t i o n  con t inues ,  

- except  i n  c a s e s  i n  which t h e  county has  given t i m e  f o r  c o r r e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  t o  be taken ,  s h a l l  be a s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  o f f ense .  

V io l a t i on  occur r ing  before  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t i m e  f o r  c o r r e c t i v e  

a c t i o n  and a f t e r  t h e  t i m e  has  run f o r  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  a r e  s t i l l  

s u b j e c t  t o  being charged a s  a s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  o f f e n s e  o r  

o f f enses .  

SECTION 6 - -VALIDITY OF ORDINANCE 

I f  any s e c t i o n ,  subsec t ion ,  sen tence ,  c l a u s e ,  phrase  o r  

p o r t i o n  of t h i s  Ordinance i s  f o r  any reason held  i n v a l i d  or uncon- 

s t i t u t i o n a l  by any c o u r t  of competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  such p o r t i o n  

s h a l l  be deemed a s e p a r a t e ,  d i s t i n c t  and independent p r o v i s i o n  and 

such holding s h a l l  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  remaining p o r t i o n  

of t h i s  Ordinance. 

DONE AND ADOPTED i n  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  t h i s  8 day of June, 




