
ORDINANCE NO. 85-1 

AN ORDINANCE OF L I B E R T Y  COUNTY ENTITLED F A I R  HOUSING ORDINANCE 

AND T O  P R O H I B I T  D I S C R I M I N A T I O N  ON T H E b  B A S I S  OF RACE, COLOR, 

ANCESTRY, N A T I O N A L  O R I G I N ,  R E L I G I O N ,  SEX, M A R I T A L  STATUS, OR AGE 

I N  HOUSING; P R O V I D I N G  A  COMMON T I T L E ;  E N U N C I A T I N G  COUNTY P O L I C Y  

R E L A T I N G  TO T H I S  TYPE OF D I S C R I M I N A T I O N ;  D E F I N I N G  'THE TERMS USED; 

P R E S C R I B I N G  UNLAWFUL D I S C R I M I N A T O R Y  P R A C T I C E S  I N  CONNECTION WITH 

THE SALE,  L E A S I N G ,  F I N A N C I N G ,  AND P R O V I S I O N S  OF BROKERAGE SERVICES 

R E L A T I N G  TO HOUSING; P R O V I D I N G  CERTAIN  EXCEPTION;  P R O V I D I N G  FOR 

THE D E S I G N A T I O N  OF ADMINISTRATOR;  P R E S C R I B I N G  THE A D M I N I S T R A T O R ' S  

POWERS AND D U T I E S ;  P R O V I D I N G  FOR C O N C I L I A T I O N  HEARINGS AND 

AGREEMENTS; PRESCRIB1.NG P E N A L T I E S  FOR V I O L A T I O N S ;  P R O V I D I N G  FOR 

D U T I E S  OF AOMINISTRATOR WHEN PROBABLE CAUSE OF V I O L A T I O N  E X I S T S ;  

P R O V I D I N G  A C T I O N  TO BI: TAKEN B Y  ADMINISTRATOR WHEN C O N C I L i A T I O N  

OF A  V I O L A T I O N  F A I L S  OR CANNOT BE RESOLVED; P R O V I D I N G  AN I N V A L I D I T Y  

OR U N C O N S T I T U T I O N A L I T Y  CLAUSE; AND P R O V I D I N G  AN E F F E C T I V E  DATE.  

BE I T  ENACTED B Y  THE PEOPLE OF L I B E R T Y  COUNTY, F L O R I D A :  



ARTICLE I: TITLE AND POLICY 

1.0 Comnon T i t l e  

Th is  Ordinance s h a l l  be known and may be c i t e d  as t h e  

F a i r  Housing Ordinance o f  L i b e r t y  county:  F l o r i d a .  

D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  P o l i c y .  

It i s  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  L i b e r t y  County i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  

laws o f  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes  o f  America and t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  t o  promote th rough f a i r ,  

o r d e r l y  and l a w f u l  procedure t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  each person 

so d e s i r i n g  t o  o b t a i n  hous ing o f  h i s  o r  h e r  cho ice  i n  t h i s  

County w i t h o u t  rega rd  t o  race,  c o l o r ,  ances t r y ,  n a t i o n a l  

o r i g i n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  sex, m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o r  age and, t o  t h a t  

end, t o  p r o h i b i t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  housing b y  any person. 

ARTICLE 11: DEFINITIONS 

1.0 General D e f i n i t i o n s  

Except where s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e f i n e d  h e r e i n ,  a1 1 words 

used i n  these r e g u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  convey t h e i r  usual  and 

customary meanings. Words used i n  t h e  p resen t  tense i n c l u d e  

t h e  f u t u r e  tense; words i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r  number i n c l u d e  t h e  

p l u r a l  and words i,n t h e  p l u r a l  i n c l u d e  t h e  s i n g u l a r .  The 

word " s h a l l "  i s  mandatory and t h e  word "may" i s  d i s c r e t i o n a r y .  

2.0 S p e c i f i c  D e f i n i t i o n s  

When used i n  t h i s  Ordinance, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  words and 

phrases s h a l l  have t h e  meaning g i v e n  i n  t h l s  s e c t i o n .  



2.1 A d m i n i s t r a t o r  - That person appo in ted by  t h e  County 

pursuant  t o  A r t i c l e  1V. 

2.2 Age - Unless t h e  c o n t e x t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  o therwise,  

t h e  word age as used i n  t h i s  chap te r  s h a l l  r e f e r  

e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  persons who a r e  18 years  o f  age o r  o l d e r .  

2.3 D i s c r i m i n a t o r y  Housing P r a c t i c e  - An a c t  t h a t  i s  

un lawfu l  under A r t i c l e  111-of  t h i s  Ordinance. 

2.4 Fami ly  - One o r  more persons l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  as a s i n g l e  

housekeeping u n i t  i n  a d w e l l i n g .  

2.5 Housing o r  Housing Accomodati'on - Any b u i l d i n g ,  

s t r u c t u r e ,  o r  p o r t i o n  t h e r e o f ,  mob i l e  home o r  t r a i l e r ,  

o r  o t h e r  f a c i l i t y  which i s  occup ied as, o r  designed 

o r  in tended f o r  occupancy as, a res idence by  one o r  

more f a m i l i e s ,  and any vacant land which i s  o f fe red 

f o r  s a l e  o r  lease f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  l o c a t i o n  

thereon o f  any such b u i l d i n g  , s t r u c t u r e ,  o r  p o r t i o n  

thereof ,  mob i l e  home o r  t r a i l e r  o r  o t h e r  f a c i  1 i ty. 

2.6 Lending I n s t i t u t i o n  - Any bank, insurance company savings 

and l o a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  o r  any o t h e r  person o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

r e g u l a r l y  engaged i n  t h e  business o f  l e n d i n g  money, 

guarantee ing loans,  o r  sources o f  c r e d i t  i n fo rma t ion ,  

i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  1 i m i  t e d  t o  c r e d i t  bureaus. 

2.7 Owner - Any person, i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  a 

lessee,  sublessee, assignee,  manager, o r  agent, and 

a l s o  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  County and i t s  departments o r  o t h e r  

sub -un i t s ,  hav ing t h e  r i g h t  o r  ownership o r  possession 

o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  s e l l  o r  l ease  any housing 

accommodation. 



2.8 Person - One o r  more i n d i v i d u a l s ,  corporat ions,  

par tnersh ips,  assoc ia t ions,  l abo r  o rgan iza t ions ,  l ega l  

companies, t r u s t s ,  unincorporated o rgan iza t ions ,  o r  

p u b l i c  corporat ions,  i n c l u d i n g  bu t  n o t  1  i m i t e d  t o  the  

L i b e r t y  County o f  any department b r  sub-uni t thereo f .  

2.9 Real Estate Agent - Any r e a l  es ta te  broker ,  any r e a l  

es ta te  salesman, o r  any o the r  person, employee, agent, 

o r  otherwise, engaged i n  the management o r  opera t ion  

o f  any r e a l  proper ty .  

2.10 Real Estate Broker o r  salesman - A person, whether 

l l censed  o r  no t ,  who, f o r  o r  w i t h  the  expectat ion o f  

r e c e i v i n g  a  cons iderat ion,  l i s t s ,  s e l l s ,  purchases, 

exchanges, r en t s ,  o r  leases r e a l  p roper ty ,  o r  who 

negot ia tes o r  at tempts t o  nego t ia te  any o f  these 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  o r  who ho lds h imse l f  out '  as engaged i n  

these a c t i v i t i e s ,  o r  who nego t ia tes  o r  attempts t o  

nego t ia te  a  loan secured o r  t o  be secured by mortgage 

o r  o the r  encumbrance upon r e a l  p roper ty ,  o r  who i s  

engaged i n  the business o f  l i s t i n g  r e a l  p rope r t y  i n  

a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o r  a  person employed by o r  a c t i n g  on 

beha l f  o f  any o f  these. 

2.11 Real Estate  Transact ion - Inc ludes the sa le ,  purchase, 

exchange, r e n t a l >  o r  lease o f  r e a l  p roper ty ,  any con t rac t  

p e r t a i n i n g  there to .  

2.12 Rent - Inc ludes lease, sublease, assignment and/or 

r e n t a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  any con t rac t  t o  do any o f  the 

foregoing, o r  o therwise g ran t i ng  f o r  a  cons iderat ion,  

the  r i g h t  t o  occupy premises t h a t  are n o t  owned by 

the  occupant. 



2.13 Respondent - Any person a g a i n s t  whom a  compla in t  i s  

f i l e d  pursuant  t o  t h i s  chap te r .  

2.14 Sale - Inc ludes  any c o n t r a c t  t o  s e l l ,  exchange, o r  

t o  convey, t r a n s f e r ,  o r  ass ign  l e g a l  o r  e q u i t a b l e  t i t l e  

t o ,  o r  a  b e n e f i c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e a l  p r o p e r t y .  

ARTICLE I I I : UNLAWFUL WOUSING PRACTICES 

1.0 Sa le  or Renta l  

Except as p rov ided  i n  Sec t i on  5.0 o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  i t  

s h a l l  be un lawfu l  and a  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  housing p r a c t i c e  f o r  

an owner, o r  any o t h e r  person engaging i n  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  

t r a n s a c t i o n ,  o r  f o r  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  broker ,  as d e f i n e d  i n  t h i s  

chap te r ,  because o f  race,  c o l o r ,  ances t r y ,  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  , 

r e l i g i o n ,  sex, m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  o r  age: 

1.1 To r e f u s e  t o  engage i n  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n  w i t h  

a  person o r  o the rw ise  make u n a v a i l a b l e  o r  deny housing 

t o  any person. 

1.2 To discriminate a g a i n s t  a person in, terms, c o n d i t i o n s  

o r  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  o r  .in t h e  

f u r n i s h i n g  o f  f a c i  1  i t i e s  o r  s e r v i c e s  i n  connect ion  

t h e r e w i t h ,  o r  because o f  h i s  e x e r c i s e  o r  h i s  r i g h t  

t o  f r e e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  

1.3 To r e f u s e  t o  r e c e i v e  o r  t o  f a i l  t o  t r a n s m i t  a  bona 

f i d e  o f f e r  l;o engage i n  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n  from 

a  person. 

1.4 To r e f u s e  t o  n e g o t i a t e  f o r  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n  

w i t h  a  person. 



1.5 To represent  t o  a  person t h a t  housing i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  i nspec t ion ,  sa le ,  r e n t a l  o r  lease when i n  f a c t  

i t  i s  so a v a i l a b l e ,  o r  t o  f a i l  t o  b r i n g  a  p r o p e r t y  

l i s i n g  t o  h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  o r  t o  p e r m i t  h im t o  i n s p e c t  

t h e  housing. t 

1.6 To s t e e r  any person away from o r  t o  any housing. 

1.7 To make, p r i n t ,  p u b l i s h ,  p o s t  o r  m a i l  o r  cause t o  be 

made, p r i n t e d ,  pub1 ished , o r  c i r c u l a t e d ,  any n o t i c e ,  

statement, advert isement,  o r  s ign ,  o r  t o  use a  form 

o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  photograph f o r  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  

t r a n s a c t i o n  o r ,  except i n  connect ion w i t h  a  w r i t t e n  

a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  p lan ,  t o  make a  record  o r  o r a l  o r  

w r i t t e n  i n q u i r y  i n  connect ion w i t h  a  p ro&pec t i ve  r e a l  

e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  which i n d i c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  o r  

i n d i r e c t l y  an i n t e n t  t o  make a  1  i m i t a t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

o r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  w i t h  respect  t h e r e t o .  

1.8 To o f fer ,  s o l i c i t ,  accept,  use o r  r e t a i n  a  l i s t i n g  

o f  housing w i t h  t h e  understanding t h a t  a  person may 

be d i s c r i m i n a t e d  aga ins t  i n  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  t r a n s a c t i o n  

o r  i n  the  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  s e r v i c e  i n  

connect ion the rew i th .  

1.9 To induce o r  a t tempt  t o  induce any person t o  t r a n s f e r  

an i n t e r e s t  i n  any housing by rep resen ta t ions  regard ing  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r  p o t e n t i a l  . p r o x i m i t y  o f  housing owned, 

used o r  occupied by any person p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  terms 

o f  ;his chapter .  

1.10 To make any misrepresentat ions concerning the 1  i s t i ~ i g  

f o r  s a l e  o r  r e n t a l ,  o r  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  l i s t i n g  f o r  

s a l e  o r  r e n t a l ,  o r  t h e  sa le  o r  r e n t a l  o f  any housing 

i n  any area i n  L i b e r t y  County f o r  the  purpose o f  i nduc ing  

o r  a t t e y p t i n g  t o  induce any such l i s t i n g  o r  any o f  

the above t ransac t ions .  



To r e t a l i a t e  o r  d i s c r i m i n a t e  i n  any manner a g a i n s t  

any person because o f  h i s  opposing a p r a c t i c e  dec la red  

un lawfu l  by  t h i s  chap te r ,  o r  because he has f i l e d  a 

complaint, t e s t i f i e d ,  a s s i s t e d  o r  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  any 

manner i n  any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  proceeding o r  conference 

under t h i s  chapter .  . 
To a i d ,  abet ,  i n c i t e ,  compel o r  coerce any person t o  

engage i n  any o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  the  

p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  chapter ,  o r  t o  o b s t r u c t  o r  p reven t  

any person f rom comply ing w i t h  ? t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  

chap te r ,  o r  any c o n c i l i a t i o n  agreement en te red  i n t o  

thereunder.  

1.13 By canvassing t o  compel any un lawfu l  p r a c t i c e s  p r o h i b i t e d  

b y  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  chap te r .  

1.14 Otherwise t o  deny t o ,  o r  w i thho ld ,  any hous ing 

accomodations f rom a person. 

1.15 To promote, induce,  i n f l u e n c e  o r  a t tempt  t o  promote, 

induce o r  i n f l u e n c e  by  t h e  u s e  o f  p o s t a l  cards ,  l e t t e r s ,  

c i r c u l a r s ,  te lephone, v i s i t a t i o n  o r  any o t h e r  means, 

d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  a p r o p e r t y  owner, occupant, 

o r  t e n a n t  t o  l i s t  f o r  sa le ,  s e l l ,  remove from, lease,  

ass ign,  t r a n s f e r  o r  o the rw ise  d ispose o f  any housing 

b y  r e f e r r i n g  as a p a r t  o f  a process o f  p a t t e r n  o f  

i n c i t i n g  neighborhood u n r e s t ,  community tens ion ,  o r  

f e a r  o f  r a c i a l ,  c o l o r ,  r e 1  i g i o u s ,  n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  e t h n i c  

change i n  any, s t r e e t ,  b l o c k ,  neighborhood, o r  any o t h e r  

area,  t o  t h e  race,  c o l o r ,  r e l i g i o n ,  o r  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  

o f  a c t u a l  o r  a n t i c i p a t e d  neighbors,  t enan ts  o r  o t h e r  

p r o s p e c t i v e  buyers o f  a n y h o u s i n g .  



1.16 To cause t o  be made any untrue o r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  

mis leading statement o r  advert isement, o r  i n  any o the r  

manner, at tempt as p a r t  o f  a  process o r  pa t t e rn  o f  

i n c i t i n g  neighborhood unrest ,  community tens ion  o r  

fear o f  r a c i a l ,  c o l o r ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  e t h n i c  

change i n  any s t r e e t ,  b lock,  neighborhood, o r  any o the r  

area, t o  ob ta i n  a  l i s t i n g  o f  any housing f o r  sa le ,  

r e n t a l ,  assignment, t r a n s f e r  o r  o the r  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  

where such statement advert isement o r  o the r  

represen ta t ion  i s  f a l s e  o r  m g t e r i a l l y  misleading, o r  

where the re  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  bas is  t o  judge i t s  t r u t h  

o r  f a l s i t y  t o  warrant making the statement, o r  t o  make 

any o the r  ma te r i a l  misrepresentat ions i n  o rder  t o  ob ta i n  

such 1  i s i n g ,  sa le ,  removal from, lease, assignment, 

t r ans fe r  o r  o the r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  s a i d  housing. 

To place a  s i gn  o r  d i s p l a y  any o the r  device e i t h e r  

pu rpo r t i ng  t o  o f f e r  f o r  sa le ,  lease, assignment, t r a n s f e r  

o r  o the r  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  tend ing t o  lead  t o  the  b e l i e f  

t h a t  a  bona f i d e  o f f e r  i s  being made t o  s e l l  , lease, 

assign, t r a n s f e r  o r  o therwise dispose o f  any housing 

t h a t  i s  no t  i n  f a c t  a v a i l a b l e  o r  o f f e r e d  f o r  sa le ,  

lease, assignment, t r a n s f e r  o r  o the r  d i s p o s i t i o n .  

2.0 Block B u s t i n g  

It s h a l l  be un lawfu l  and a  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  housing p r a c t i c e  

f o r  a  person', . f o r  the  purpose o f  induc ing a  r e a l  es ta te  

t r ansac t i on  f o r  which he may b e n e f i t  f i n a n c i a l l y :  

2.1 To represent  t h a t  a  change has occurred o r  w i l l  o r  may 

occur i n  t he  composit ion, w i t h  respect  t o  race, c o l o r ,  

ancest ry ,  na t i ona l  o r i g i n ,  re1  i g i o n ,  sex, m a r i t a l  s ta tus  



o r  age, o f  the  owners o r  occupants i n  the  b lock ,  

neighborhood, o r  area i n  which the  housing accommodation 

i s  located.  

2.2 To represent  t h a t  t h i s  change w i l l  o r  may r e s l r l t  i n  

t h e  lower ing o f  p r o p e r t y  values, an increase i n  c r i m i n a l  

o r  a n t i s o c i a l  behavior,  o r  a  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  

of  schools i n  t h e  block, neighborhood, o r  area i n  which 

the  housing accommodation i s  located.  

2.3 To make, as p a r t  o f  a  process o r  p a t t e r n  o f  d iscourag ing 

t h e  purchase, r e n t a l ,  occupancy o r  o therwise o f  any 

housing i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  b lock,  neighborhood o r  area, 

any rep resen ta t ion  t o  a  person known t o  be a  p rospec t i ve  

purchaser, t h a t  such b l o c k  o r  neighborhood, o r  area 

may undergo, i s  undergoing, o r  has undergone a  change 

w i t h  respect  t o  r a c i a l  , c o l o r ,  r e l i g i o u s ,  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  

o r  e t h n i c  composi t ion o f  such b l o c k  o r  neighborhood 

area. 

2.4 To engage i n ,  o r  h i r e  t o  be done, o r  t o  consp i re  w i t h  

o the rs  t o  commit a c t i o n s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  any nature ,  

the  purpose o f  which i s  t o  coerce, cause pan ic ,  i n c i t e  

un res t  o r  c r e a t e  o r  p l a y  upon f e a r ,  w i t h  t h e  purpose 

o f  e i t h e r  d iscourag ing o r  i nduc ing  o r  a t tempt ing  t o  

induce, the  sa le ,  purchase, r e n t a l  o r  lease o r  t h e  l i s t i n g  

f o r  any o f  ' the above, o f  any housing accommodation. 

2.5 For p r o f i t ,  t o  induce o r  at tempt t o  induce any person 

t o  s e l l  o r  n o t  s e l l  o r  r e n t  o r  n o t  r e n t  any housing 

by rep resen ta t ions  regard ing  t h e  e n t r y  o r  p rospec t i ve  

e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  neighborhood o f  a  person o r  persons 

p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  p rov is ions  o f  t h i s  chapter .  



3.0 Financing 

I t  s h a l l  be un lawfu l  and a  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  housing p r a c t i c e  

f o r  any lend ing  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  as de f ined  i n  t h i s  chapter,  
! 

t o  deny a  loan o r  o the r  f i n a n c i a l  ass is tance t o  a  person 

app ly ing  ' t h e r e f o r  f o r  the  purpose o f  purchasing, cons t ruc t ing ,  

improving, r e p a i r i n g  o r  ma in ta in ing  housing, o r  t o  d i sc r im ina te  

against  h im i n  t he  f i x i n g  o f  the amount, i n t e r e s t  r a t e ,  

du ra t ion ,  o r  o the r  terms o r  cond i t i ons  o f  such loan o r  o the r  

f i n a n c i a l  assistance, because o f  the,  race, c o l o r ,  ancest ry ,  

na t i ona l  o r i g i n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  sex, m a r i t a l  s t a tus  o r  age o f  

such person o r  o f  any person associated w i t h  him i n  connect ion 

w i t h  such assistance, o r  o f  the present o r  prospect ive owners, 

lessees, tenants,  o r  occupants o f  the  housing i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  which such loan o r  o the r  f i n a n c i a l  ass is tance i s  t o  be 

made o r  given; provided, t h a t  no th ing  contained i n  t h i s  

subsect ion s h a l l  impa i r  t he  scope o r  e f fec t i veness  o f  the 

except ions contained i n  Sect ion 5 o f  t h i s  chapter.  

4.0 Brokerage Services 

It s h a l l  be un lawfu l  and a  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  housing p r a c t i c e  

t o  deny any person access t o  o r  membership o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i n  any m u l t i p l e  . l i s i n g  se rv ice ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  brokers '  

o rgan i za t i on  o r .  o t h e r  se rv ice ,  o rgan iza t ion ,  o r  f a c i l i t y  

r e l a t e d  t o  the bus i r~ess o f  s e l l i n g ,  o r  r e n t i n g  housing, o r  

t o  d i sc r im ina te  aga ins t  such person i n  the  terms o r  cond i t i ons  

o r  such access, membershi p  o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  because o f  race, 

c o l o r ,  ancestry,  na t i ona l  o r i g i n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  sex, m a r i t a l  

s ta tus  o r  age. 



5.0 Exemptions and Exceptions 

5.1 Nothing i n  t h i s  A r t i c l e  s h a l l  p r o h i b i t  a  r e l i g i o u s  

o rgan iza t ion ,  assoc ia t ion ,  o r  soc ie ty ,  o r  any n o n p r o f i t  

c h a r i t a b l e  o r  educat iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  o rgan iza t ion  

operated, supervised o r  con t ro l  l e d  by, o r  i n  con junc t ion  

w i t h  a  re1 ig ious  o rga in i za t i on ,  assoc ia t ion ,  o r  soc ie ty ,  

form l i m i t i n g  o r  from adva r t i s i ng  the sa le ,  r e n t a l  o r  

occupancy o f  housing which i t  owns o r  operates f o r  o the r  

than a  commercial purpose t o  persons o f  the  same r e l i g i o n ,  

o r  f rom g i v i n g  preference t o  such persons. Nor s h a l l  

anything i n  t h i s  chapter p r o h i b i t  a  p r i v a t e  c l ub  no t  

i n  f a c t  open t o  the pub l i c ,  which as i n c i d e n t a l  t o  i t s  

pr imary purpose o r  purposes provides lodgings which 

i t  owns o r  operates f o r  o the r  than a  commercial purpose, 

from l i m i t i n g  the  r e n t a l  o r  occupancy o f  such lodgings 

t o  i t s  members o r  from g i v i n g  preference t o  i t s  members. 

5.2 Nothing i n  t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  o t he r  than subsect ion 111-1.7 

s h a l l  app ly  to :  

a )  Any s i ng le - f am i l y  house so ld  o r  ren ted  by an owner: 

Provided, t h a t  such p r i v a t e  ind iv i ,dua l  owner does 

no t  own more than t h ree  such s i n g l e - f a m i l y  houses 

a t  any one t ime; provided, f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  i n  the 

case o f  the  sa le  o f  any such s i ng le - f am i l y  house 

by a  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  owner no t  r e s i d i n g  i n  such 

house a t  the t ime o f  such sa le  o r  who was no t  the 

most recent  r es i den t  o f  such house p r i o r .  t o  such 

sa le ,  the exemption granted by t h i s  subsect ion s h a l l  

app ly  o n l y  w i t h  respect  t o  one such sa le  w i t h i n  

any twenty- four  month per iod:  Provided, f u r t h e r ,  

t h a t  such bona f i d e  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  owner does 



n o t  own any i n t e r e s t  i n ,  no r  i s  t h e r e  owned o r  

reserved on h i s  b e h a l f  , under any express o r  v o l u n t a r y  

agreement, t i t l e  t o  o r  any r i g h t s  t o  a l l  o r  a  p o r t i o n  

o f  t h e  proceeds f rom the s a l e  o r  r e n t a l  o f  more 

than th ree  such s i n g l e - f a m i l y  houses a t  any one 

t ime: Provided, f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  owner s e l l s  o r  

r e n t s  such housing ( I )  wi thou t  t h e  use i n  any manner 

o f  the sa les  o r  r e n t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  the  sa les  o r  

r e n t a l  se rv i ces  o f  any r e a l  e s t a t e  broker ,  agent, 

o r  salesperson, o r  o f  such. f a c i l  l t i e s  o r  se rv i ces  
, 

o f  any person i n  the  business o f  s e l l i n g  o r  r e n t i n g  

housing, o r  o f  any employee o r  agency o f  any broker ,  

agent, salesperson, o r  person and ( 2 )  w l thou t  t h e  

pub1 i c a t i o n ,  p o s t i n g  o r  m a i l i n g  , a f t e r  n o t i c e ,  o f  

any advert isement o r  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  

o f  subsect ion 111-1.7; b u t  no th ing  i n  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  

s h a l l  p r o h i b i t  t he  use o f  a t to rneys ,  escrow agents, 

abs t rac to rs ,  t i t l e  companies, and o t h e r  such 

p ro fess iona l  ass is tance as necessary t o  p e r f e c t  

o r  t r a n s f e r  t h e  t i t l e ;  o r  

b )  Rooms o r  u n i t s  i n  housing c o n t a i n i n g  l i v i n g  quar te rs  

occupied o r  in tended t o  be occupied b y  no more than 

f o u r  f a m i l i e s  1  i v i n g  independent ly o f  each o t h e r ,  

i f  the  owner a c t u a l l y  main ta ins  and occupies one . 
o f  such l i v i n g  quar te rs  as h i s  residence, prov ided 

t h a t  t h e  owner s e l l s  o r  r e n t s  such rooms o r  u n i t s  

(1) w i thou t  t h e  use i n  any manner o f  the  sa les  

o r  r e n t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  the sa le  o r  r e n t a l  se rv i ces  

o f  any r e a l  e s t a t e  broker ,  agent o r  salesperson, 

o r  o f  such f a c i l i t i e s  o r  se rv i ces  o f  any person 

i n  t h e  business o f  s e l l i n g  o r  r e n t i n g  housing, o r  



of  any employee o r  agency of any such broker,  agent, 

salesperson, o r  person and ( 2 )  wi thout  the  

pub1 i c a t i o n ,  pos t ing  o r  mai 1  i n g  a f t e r  no t i ce ,  o f  

any advert isement o r  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  

o f  subsect ion 111-1.7, bu t  no th ing  i n  t h i s  p rov i s i on  

s h a l l  p r o h i b i t  the  use o f  a t torneys,  escrow agents, 

abs t rac to rs ,  t i t le  companies, and o the r  such 

p ro fess iona l  assistance as necessary t o  per fec t  

o r  t r a n s f e r  the  t i t l e .  
. % 

For t he  purpose o f  t h i s  subsect ion 111-5.2 a  person s h a l l  

be deemed t o  be i n  the  business o f  s e l l i n g  o r  r e n t i n g  housing 

i f :  

c )  He has, w i t h i n  the  preceding twelve months, 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  as p r i n c i p a l ,  o t he r  than i n  the sa le  

o f  h i s  own personal residence, i n  p rov id ing  sa le  

o f  h i s  own personal residence, 'in p rov i d i ng  sa les 

o r  r e n t a l  serv ices i n  th ree  o r  more t ransac t ions  

i n v o l v i n g  the  sa le  o r  r e n t a l  o f  any housing o r  any 

i n t e r e s t  the re in ;  o r  

d)  He has, w i t h i n  the  preceding twelve months, 

p a r t i c i p a t e d  as agent, o t he r  than i n  the  sa le  o f  

h i s  own personal residence, i n  p rov i d i ng  sa le  o r  

r e n t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  sa les o r  r e n t a l  serv ices i n  

two o r  more t ransac t ions  i n v o l v i n g  the  sa le  o r  r e n t a l  

o f  any housing o r  any i n t e r e s t  the re in ;  o r  
I 

e )  He i s  the  owner o f  any housing designed o r  intended 

f o r  occupancy by, o r  occupied by, f i v e  o r  more 

fami 1  i es .  



5.3 Noth ing i n  A r t i c l e  111 s h a l l  be const rued t o :  

a)  Bar any person from r e s t r i c t i n g  sa les .  r e n t a l s .  

leases o r  occupancy, o r  f rom g i v i n g  pre ference,  

t o  persons o f  a g i ven  age f o r  bona f i d e  housing 

in tended s o l e l y  f o r  the  e l d e r l y  o r  bona f i d e  housing 

in tended s o l e l y  f o r  minors.  

b)  Make i t  an un lawfu l  a c t  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a person 

have l e g a l  c a p a c i t y  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a c o n t r a c t  o r  

lease.  

c )  Bar any person f rom a d v e r t i s i n g  o r  f rom r e f u s i n g  

t o  s e l l  o r  r e n t  any housing which i s  planned 

e x l u s i v e l y  by  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  one sex, t o  any 

i n d i v i d u a l  o f  t h e  oppos i te  sex. 

d )  Bar any person f rom s e l l i n g ,  r e n t i n g  o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  

any housing which i s  p lanned e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r ,  and 

occupied e x c l u s i v e l y  by, unmarried i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  

unmarried i n d i v i d u a l s  o n l y .  

e )  Bar any person f rom a d v e r t i s i n g  o r  f rom r e f u s i n g  

t o  s e l l  o r  r e n t  any housing which i s  planned 

e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  mar r ied  couples w i t h o u t  c h i  l d e r n  

o r  f rom segrega t ing  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  t o  s p e c i a l  

. un i t s  o f  housing. 

f )  Bar any person f rom r e f u s i n g  t o  s e l l  o r  r e n t  any 

housing- t o  unmarr ied I n d i v i d u a l s  c o h a b l t i n g  c o n t r a r y  

t o  law. 

g)  Bar any- 'person f rom r e f u s i n g  a loan  o r  o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  

ass is tance t o  any person whose l i f e  expectancy, 

accord ing t o  g e n e r a l l y  accepted m o r t a l i t y  t a b l e s ,  

i s  l e s s  than t h e  te rm f o r  which t h e  l o a n  i s  requested. 



ARTICLE I V :  ADMINISTRATIAIJ 

1.0 Appointment 

The a u t h o r i t y  and respons ib i  11 t y  f o r  a d m i n l s t e r l n g  t h i s  

chap te r  s h a l l  be vested i n  t h e  County who s h a l l  appo in t  an 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  

2.0 Power and Duties o f  the Administrator 

2.1 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  w r i t t e n  compla in t  as 

h e r i n a f t e r  prov ided i n  Sect ion IV,-3.0 r e l a t i v e  t o  a l l e g e d  

un lawfu l  a c t s  under t h i s  chapter  when a  complainant  

seeks t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  good o f f i c e s  t o  conc i  1  i a t e .  

2.2 Upon r e c e i v i n g  a  w r i t t e n  compla in t ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

s h a l l  make such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  as t h e y  deem appropr ia te  

t o  a s c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and issues.  

2.3 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  u t i l i z e  methods o f  persuasion,  

c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  and med ia t ion  t o  achieve adjustment o f  

gr ievances.  

2.4 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h ,  a d m i n i s t e r  o r  rev iew 

programs a t  t h e  request  o f  t h e  Board o f  County 

Commissioners and make r e p o r t s  on such programs upon 

request .  

2.5 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a i l  b r i n g  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  the  

Board o f  County Commissioners i tems t h a t  may r e q u i r e  

t h e i r  n o t i c e  o r  a c t i o n  t o  reso lve .  

2.6 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  render  t o  t h e  Board o f  County 

Commissioners an'nual w r i t t e n  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  

under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  chapter  a long w i t h  such 

comments and recommendations as t h e y  may choose t o  make. 



2.7 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  coopei-ate w i t h  and render  

t e c h n i c a l  ass is tance t o  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  l o c a l  and o t h e r  

publ  i c  and p r i v a t e  agencies, o rgan iza t ions  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  which a r e  f o r m u l a t i n g  o r  c a r r i n g  on programs 
, 

t o  prevent o r  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  un lawfu l  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

p r a c t i c e s  covered by the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  chapter .  

2.8 Whenever t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  determines t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

probable cause t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  has been a  v i o l a t i o n  

o f  the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  chapter ,  t h e y  s h a l l  r e f e r  

the  mat ter ,  a long w i t h  the  f a c t s  t h e y  have gathered 

i n  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  proper  county,  s t a t e  

o r  f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r  appropr ia te  l e g a l  a c t i o n .  

2.9 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  promulgate, p u b l i s h  and 

d i s t r i b u t e  the  necessary forms, r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  

t o  implement t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  chapter .  

2.10 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  may conduct educa t iona l  and publ i c  

i n f o r m a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  designed t o  promote 

t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

3.0 Receiving Complaints 

3.1 A  person who c la ims t h a t  another  person has committed 

a  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  housing p r a c t i c e  aga ins t  him may r e p o r t  

t h a t  o f fense  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  by f i l i n g  an in fo rma l  

compla in t  w i t h i n  s i x i y  (60) days a f t e r  the  date  o f  

the  a1 leged d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  housing p r a c t i c e  and n o t  

l a t e r .  

3.2 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  t r e a t  a  compla in t  r e f e r r e d  by 

t h e  Secretary  o f  Housing and Urban Development o r  t h e  

A t to rney  General o f  the  Uni ted Sta tes under t h e  F a i r  

Housing Act  o f  1968, P u b l i c  Law 90-284, as an i n f o r m a l  
. . 

compla in t  f i l e d  under subsect ion 2 .  



3.3 An in fo rma l  complaint  must be i n  w r i t i n g ,  v e r i f i e d  o r  

aff irmed, on a  form t o  be suppl ied by the adm in i s t r a to r  

and s h a l l  con ta in  the f o l l ow ing :  

a )  I d e n t i t y  o f  the respondent. 

b )  Date o f  o f fense and date o f  f i l i n g  the in fo rma l  

complaint .  

c )  General statement o-f f a c t s  o f  t h e  o f fense  i nc l ud ing  ., 
the basis o f  the  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  (race, c o l o r ,  

ancestry,  na t i ona l  o r i g i n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  sex, m a r i t a l  

s t a tus  o r  age). . 
d)  Name and s igna tu re  o f  the  complainant. 

3.4 Each complaint  s h a l l  be he ld  i n  conf idence by the 

adm in i s t r a to r  unless and u n t i l  t he  complainant and the 

respondent(s) consent i n  w r i t i n g  t h a t  i t  s h a l l  be made 

pub1 i c .  

3.5 Wi th in  f i f t e e n  (15) days a f t e r  the f i l i n g  o f  the in fo rma l  

complaint ,  the adm in i s t r a to r  s h a l l  t r ansm i t  a  copy of  

the same t o  each respondent named t h e r e i n  by c e r t i f i e d  

mai 1  r e t u r n  r ece i  p t  requested. Thereupon the  

respondent(s)  may f i l e  a  w r i t t e n ,  v e r i f i e d  in fo rma l  

answer t o  the in fo rma l  complaint  w i t h i n  twenty  (20) days 

of  the date o f  r e c e i p t  o f  the  in fo rma l  complaint .  

3.6 An in fo rma l  complaint  o r  answer may be amended a t  any 

t ime, and the adm in i s t r a to r  s h a l l  f u r n i s h  a  copy o f  

each amended in fo rma l  complaint  o r  answer t o  the  

respondent(s) o r  complainant, r espec t i ve l y ,  as prompt ly  

as p rac t i cab le .  ' 

3.7 The adm in i s t r a to r  s h a l l  a s s i s t  complainants o r  respondents 

when necessary i n  the  p repara t ion  and f i l i n g  o f  i n fo rma l  

complaints o r  answers o r  any amendments the re to .  



4.0 Processing Complaints .--- 

4.1 Wi th in  t h i r t y  (30)  days a f t e r  the  f i l i n g  o f  an i n f o r m a l  

compla in t ,  t he  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  make such i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

as t h e y  deem a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  f a c t s  and issues.  

I f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  deem t h a t  these a r e  reasonable 

grounds t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  viola1:ion has occur red and 

can be reso lved  by  c o n c i l i a t i o n  they  s h a l l  a t tempt  t o  

c o n c i l i a t e  the  m a t t e r  by methods o f  i n i t i a l  conference 

and persuasion w i t h  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  and such 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  as t h e  p a r t i e s  may choose t o  a s s i s t  
, 

them. Conci 1 i a t i o n  conferences s h a l l  be i n f o r m a l  and 

n o t h i n g  s a i d  o r  done i n  t h e  course o f  the i n f o r m a l  

conference w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  r e s o l v e  the  d i s p u t e  

may be made p u b l i c  o r  used as evidence i n  a  subsequent 

proceeding by  e i t h e r  p a r t y  w i thou t  t h e  w r i t t e n  consent 

o f  both  the  complainant  and the  respondent (s) .  The 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o r  any employee o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  who 

s h a l l  make p u b l i c  any i n f o r m a t i o n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be dec la red  q u i l t y  o f  a  v i o l a t i o n  o f  

a  d u l y  adopted ord inance and s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  p e n a l t y  

as s e t  f o r t h  i n  Sect ion IV-7.0 o f  t h i s  Ordinance. 

4.2 I f  t h e  p a r t i e s  d e s i r e  t o  c o n c i l i a t e ,  the  terms o f  the  

c o n c i l i a t i o n  s h a l l  be reduced t o  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  form 

approved by  . t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and must be s igned and 

v e r i f i e d  ' by  t h e  complainant  and respondent (s)  and 

approved by  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  The c o n c i l i a t i o n  agreement 

i s  f o r  c o n c i l i a t i o n  purposes o n l y  and does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  

an admission by  any p a r t y  t h a t ' r i g h t s  have been v i o l a t e d .  

I f  such a  c o n c i l i a t i o n  agreement i s  reached, t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  t ake  no f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  w i t h  respec t  

t o  the  a l l e g e d  o f fense .  



4.3 I f  the  adm in i s t r a to r  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  mat ter  which 

invo lves  a cont ravent ion o f  t h i s  chapter:  

a )  F a i l s  t o  c o n c i l i a t e  a complaint  a f t e r  the p a r t i e s ,  

i n  good f a i t h ,  have attempted such c o n c i l i a t i o n ;  

o r  

b )  Determines t h a t  the  v i o l a t i o n  a l leged  i n  the  complaint  

cannot be reso lved by c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  

he s h a l l  n o t i f y  both the complainant and the  

respondent(s) w i t h i n  t h i r t y  (30) days o f  the f a i l u r e  

o r  the  determinat ion,  and he s h a l l  proceed as provided 

i n  A r t i c l e  IV-2.8 above. 

5.0 Add i t i ona l  Remedies 

The procedures prescr ibed by t h i s  chapter do no t  

c o n s t i t u t e  an adm in i s t r a t i ve  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  another a c t i o n  

o r  remedy ava i l ab l e  under o the r  law. Fur ther ,  no th ing  i n  

t h i s  chapter s h a l l  be deemed t o  modify, impa i r  o r  otherwise 

a f f e c t  any r i g h t  o r  remedy confer red by  the  Cons t i t u t i on  

o r  laws o f  the  Uni ted State  o r  t he  S ta te  o f  F l o r i da ,  and 

the p rov is ions  o f  t h i s  Chapter s h a l l  be i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those 

provided by  such o the r  laws. 

6.0 Un t ru th fu l  Complaints o r  Testimony 

It s h a l l  be a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  ordinance f o r  any 

person knowingly and w i l l f u l l y  t o  make f a l s e  o r  unt rue 

statements, accusat idn o r  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n  h i s  complaint  o r  

t o  g ive  f a l s e  test imony concerning v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  

ordinance. 



7.0 Penalty 

7.1 Any person who v i o l a t e s  any prov isr 'on o f  t h i s  ordinance 

s h a l l  be sub jec t ,  upon c o n v i c t i o n ,  t o  a f i n e  up t o  b u t  

no t  exceeding the sum o f  F ive Hundred D o l l a r s  ($500.00), 

o r  imprisonment f o r  a term n o t  exceeding s i x  ( 6 )  months, 

o r  by both f i n e  and imprisonment. 

7.2 I f  any provis, ions o f  t h i s  ordinance o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

t h e r e o f  t o  any person o r  circumstance i s  h e l d  i n v a l i d  

o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  by any c:ourt o f  competent 

j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t h e  remainder o f  the ordinance o r  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e r e o f  t o  any person o r  circumstance i s  

h e l d  i n v a l i d  o r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  by  i iny c o u r t  o f  competent 

j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  the  remainder o f  t h e  ordinance and t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p rov is ions  t o  o t h e r  persons n o t  

s i m i l a r l y  s i t u a t e d  o r  t o  o t h e r  circumstances s h a l l  no t  

be a f f e c t e d  thereby.  

8.0 Ef fect ive  Date 

8 .1  This ordinance s h a l l  become e f f e c t i v e  immediately upon 

i t s  adopt ion.  

8 .2  Th is  ordihance was in t roduced before  the  L i b e r t y  County 

a t  i t s  r e g u l a r  meeting on December 4, 1984. 

I T  WAS DULY ADOPTED ON January 8th AFTER DUE CONSIDERATTON 

OF COMMENTS OF THE AFFECTED PUBLIC MADE AT THE REQUISITE PUBLIC 

HEARING PRECEDING ADOPTION. . 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISS IONERS 
LIBERTY COUNTY, FLORIDA 

L i b e r t y  County Clerk  e_/ 


