
ORDINANCE NUMBER 91-07 

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE 

Revised 10/89 NTHD-RIV 

ARTICLE 1. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDINGS OF FACT, PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES. 

SECTION A. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION. 

The Legislature o f  the State o f  Flor ida h3s i n  

Flor ida Statutes 125.01 delegated the respons25il i t y  t o  1 ocal 
(statutes) 

governmetal un i ts  t o  adopt regul ations designed t o  promote the publ i c  heal t h y  

safety, and general welfare o f  i t s  c-itizenry. Therefore, the Board of - .  

County Camni ss i  ole& o f  L iber ty  County Flor ida , 
( governi ng body) ( local  un i t )  (state) 
does ordain as follows: 

SECTION B. FINDINGS CF FACT. 

(1) The f lood hazard areas o f  Liberty County - are 
( local u n i t )  

subject t o *  periodic inundation which resul ts  i n  loss of l i f e  and 

property, heal t h  and safety hazards, d i  srupt i  on o f  comnerce and 

governmental services, extraordinary pr b? i c  exp9ndi tcres f o r  f l  oo 

protect ion and re1 i e f ,  and ilqpairment o f  the tax Sase, a l l  o f  whic? 

adversely a f fec t  the publ i c  health, safety and general we1 fare. 

(2)  These f lood losseg are caused by the cumulative e f fec t  o f  obstruction 

i n  f loodplains caus-ing increases i n  f lood heights and veloci t ies, and 

by the occupancy i n  f lood hazard areas by uses vulnerable t o  floods 

o r  hazardous t o  other lands which are inadequately elevated flood- 

proofed, o r  otherwise unprotected from f lood damages. 

SECTION C. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. 

I t  i s  the purpose o f  t h i s  ordinance t o  promote the publ ic health, safety and 

general welfare and t o  minimize publ ic and pr ivate l rssss due t o  f lood conditions 

i n  speci f ic  areas by provisions designed to: 
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( 2 1  r e s t r i c t  o r  p r o h i b i t  uses which are dangerous t o  health, safety and 

property due t o  water o r  erosion hazards, o r  which r e s u l t  i n  damaging 

increases i n  erosion o r  i n  f l ood  heights o r  ve loc i t ies ;  

(2) requi re  t ha t  uses vulnerable t o  floods, including f a c i l i t i e s  which 

serve such uses, be protected against f lood damage a t  the time o f  

i n i t i a l  construction; 

(3) cont ro l  the a1 t e r a t i o ~  o f  natural  f loodplains, stream channels, and 

natural  pro tect ive bar r ie rs  which are involved i n  the accomnodation o f  

f 1 ood waters; 

(4) control  f i l l i n g ,  grading, dredging and other development which may 

increase erosion o r  f l ood  damage, and; 

(5) prevent o r  regulate the construction o f  f l ood  ba r r i e r s  which n i l  1 

unnatural ly d i v e r t  f l ood  waters o r  which may increase f lood  hazards t o  

other lands. 

SECTION D. OBJECTIVES. 

The object ives o f  t h i s  ordinance are: 

(1) t o  protect  human l i f e  and health; 

(2) t o  minimize expenditure o f  pub1 i c  money f o r  cos t l y  f lood control  

projects; 

(3) t o  minimize the need f o r  rescue and r e l i e f  e f f o r t s  associated w i t h  

f iooding 6nd general ly undertaken a t  the expense o f  general public; 

(4) t o  minimize prolonged business interrupt ions;  

(5) t o  minimize damage t o  pub l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  and u t i l i t i e s  such as water and 

gas mains, e l ec t r i c ,  telephone and sewer 1 ines, s t ree t  and bridges 

located i n  f loodplains; 

(6) t o  help maintain a stable tax base by providing f o r  the sound use and 

development o f  f lood prone areas i n  such a manner as t o  minimize f lood 

b l i g h t  areas, and; 

(7)  t o  insure t ha t  potent ia l  home buyers are n o t i f i e d  t ha t  property i s  i n  a 

f l ood  area. 
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ARTICLE 2. DEFINITIONS. 

Unless spec i f i ca ly  defined below, words o r  phrases used i n  t h i s  ordinance shal l  be 

in terpreted so as t o  give them the meaning they have i n  comnon usage and t o  give 

t h i s  ordinance i t s  most reasonable appl icat ion.  

"Addit ion ( t o  an ex is t ing  bu i ld ing)"  means any walled and roofed expansion t o  the 

perimeter o f  a bu i ld ing  i n  which the addi t ion i s  connected by a comnon load-bearing 

wal l  other than a f i r e  wall . Any wal l ed  and roofed addi t ion which i s  connected by 

a f i r e  wall o r  i s  separated by independent perimeter load-bearing wal ls i s  new 

construction. 

"Appealn means a request f o r  a review o f  the Bui ld ing Inspector I s  
( loca l  administrator) 

in te rp re ta t ion  o f  any provis ion o f  t h i s  ordinance o r  a request f o r  a variance. 

"Area of shallow f looding" means a designated A0 o r  VO Zone on a comuni ty 's  Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) w i th  base f lood  depths from one t o  three f ee t  where a 

c l e a r l y  defined channel does not  ex is t ,  where the path o f  f looding i s  unpredictable 

and indeterminate, and where ve loc i t y  f low may be evident. 

"Area o f  special f l ood  hazard" i s  the land i n  the f loodpla in  w i t h i n  a conanunity 

subject t o  a one percent o r  greater chance o f  f looding i n  any given year. 

"Base f loodn means the f lood  having a one percent chance o f  being equaled o r  

exceeded i n  any given year. 

"Basement" means tha t  por t ion o f  a bu i ld ing  having i t s  f l o o r  subgrade (below ground 

l eve l  ) on a l l  sides. 

"Breakaway wal l"  means a wal l  tha t  i s  not pa r t  o f  the s t ructura l  support o f  the 

bu i ld ing  and i s  intended through i t s  design and construction t o  collapse under 

spec i f i c  l a t e r a l  loading forces without causing damage t o  the elevated por t ion  o f  

the bu i ld ing  o r  the supporting foundation system. 

"Building" means any s t ructure b u i l t  f o r  support, she1 ter ,  o r  enclosure f o r  any 

occupancy o r  storage. 

"Coastal High Hazard Area" means the area subject t o  high ve loc i t y  waters caused 

by, but not l i m i t e d  to, hurricane wave wash. The area i s  designated on a FIRM 

as Zone V 1  - 30, VE o r  V. 

"Development" means any man-made change t o  improved o r  unimproved rea l  estate 
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including, but  not  1 imited to, bui ld ings o r  other structures, mining, dredging, 

f i l l  ing, grading, paving, excavating, d r i l l i n g  operations, o r  permanent storage o f  

mater ia ls o r  equipment. 

"Elevated bui ld ing" means a non-basement bu i ld ing  b u i l t  t o  have the lowest f l o o r  

elevated above the ground leve l  by means o f  fil l, s o l i d  foundation perimeter walls, 

p i 1  ings, columns (posts and piers), shear walls, o r  breakaway walls. 

"Exist ing Construction" Any s t ructure f o r  which the " s t a r t  o f  construction" 

comenced before ( the e f f ec t i ve  date o f  the f i r s t  f loodpla in  management code, 

ordinance, o r  standard based upon spec i f i c  technical base f lood  elevat ion data 

which establishes the area o f  special f lood hazard) o r  (spec i f i c  date). 

"Ex is t ins  manufactured home park o r  subdivision" means a manufactured home park o r  

subdivision f o r  which the construction o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  servic ing the l o t s  on 

which the manufactured homes are t o  be a f f i xed  ( inc lud ing a t  a minimum the 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  u t i l i t i e s ,  the construction o f  streets, and e i t he r  f i n a l  s i t e  

grading o r  the pouring of concrete pads) i s  completed before the e f f ec t i ve  date o f  

the f loodpla in  management regulat ions adopted by a comnuni t y  (before the e f f ec t i ve  

date o f  the f i r s t  f loodpla in  management code, ordinance, o r  standard based upon 

spec i f i c  technical base f lood  elevat ion data which established the area o f  special 

f l ood  hazard) o r  (spec i f i c  date). 

"Expansion t o  an ex is t ing  manufactured home park o r  subdivision" means the 

preparation o f  addi t ional  s i t es  by the construction o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  servic ing 

the l o t s  on which the manufactured homes are t o  be a f f i xed  ( inc lud ing the i n s t a l l -  

a t ion  of ~ t i l i t i e s ,  the construction o f  streets, and e i t he r  f i n a l  s i t e  grading o r  

the pouring o f  concrete pads). 

"Flood" o r  "f looding" means a general and temporary condit ion o f  p a r t i a l  o r  

complete inundation o f  normally d r y  land areas from: 

(1) the overflow o f  in land o r  t i d a l  waters; 

(2) the unusual and rap id  accumulation o r  runo f f  o f  surface waters from any 

source. 

"Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM)" means an o f f i c i a l  map o f  a comnuni ty,  issued by 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency, where the boundaries o f  the areas o f  

special f l ood  hazard have been defined as Zone A. 
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"Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)" means an o f f i c i a l  map o f  a comnunSty, on which 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the areas o f  special 

f lood hazard and the r i s k  premium zones appl icable t o  the comunity. 

"Flood Insurance Studyn i s  the o f f i c i a l  repor t  provided by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency. The repor t  conta'ns f lood p ro f i l es ,  as wel l  as the Flood 

Boundary Floodway Map and the water surface elevat ion o f  the base f lood. 

"Floodway" means the channel of a r i v e r  o r  other watercourse and the adjacent land 

areas t ha t  must be reserved i n  order t o  discharge the base f lood without 

cumulatively increasing the water surface elevat ion more than one foot .  

"Floor" means the top surface of an enclosed area i n  a bu i ld ing  ( inc lud ing 

basement), i .e., top of slab i n  concrete slab construct ion o r  top o f  wood f l o o r i n g  

i n  wood frame construction. The term does not  include the f l o o r  o f  a garage used 

so le l y  f o r  parking vehicles. 

"Funct ional ly dependent f a c i l i t y n  means a f a c i l i t y  which cannot be used f o r  i t s  

intended purpose unless i t i s  located o r  ca r r ied  ou t  i n  close prox imi ty  t o  water, 

such as a docking o r  p o r t  f a c i l i t y  necessary f o r  the loadin? a3d unloading o i  cargo 

o r  passengers, shipbuilding, ship repair ,  o r  seafood processing f a c i l  if, ies. The 

term does not  include long-term storage, manufacture, sales, o r  service f d c i l  i t i es .  

"Highest adjacent grade" means the highest natural  e levat ion ~f the ground s~rfac.: 

p r i o r  t o  construction, next t o  the proposed wal ls  o f  a bui ld ing.  

"H is to r i c  Structure" means any s t ructure t ha t  i s  

a. L i s ted  i nd i v i dua l l y  i n  the National Register o f  H i s t o r i c  Places (a 

1 i s t i n g  maintained by the Department o f  I n t e r i o r )  o r  p re l im ina r i l y  

determined by the Secretary o f  the I n t e r i o r  as meeting the requirements 

f o r  i nd iv idua l  l i s t i n g  on the National Register: 

b. Ce r t i f i ed  o r  p re l im ina r i l y  determined by the Secretary o f  the I n t e r i o r  

as cont r ibut ing t o  the h i s t o r i c a l  s igni f icance o f  a registered h i s t o r i c  

d i s t r i c t  o r  a d i s t r i c t  p re l im ina r i l y  determined by the Secretary t o  

q u a l i f y  as a registered h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t :  

c. I nd i v i dua l l y  l i s t e d  on a s ta te  inventory o f  h i s t o r i c  places i n  states 

w i th  h i s t o r i c  preservation programs which have been approved by the 

Secretary o f  the I n te r i o r ;  o r  
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d. I nd i v i dua l l y  l i s t e d  on a loca l  inventory o f  h i s t o r i c  places i n  

comnuni t i e s  w i th  h i s t o r i c  preservation programs tha t  have been 

c e r t i f i e d  e i ther :  

1. By an approved s ta te  program as determined by the Secretary o f  the 

I n te r i o r ,  o r  

2. D i rec t l y  by the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r  i n  states without 

approved programs. 

"Mangrove standH means an assemblage o f  mangrove trees which i s  mostly low trees 

noted f o r  a copious development o f  i n t e r1  acing advent i t ious roots above the 

gound and which contain one o r  more o f  the fo l lowing species: black mangrove 

{Avicennia n i  t i da )  ; red mangrove (Rhizophora mangle!; white mangrove (Longunc~l ar- 

iaracemosa) ; and buttonwood (Conocarpus erecta) . 
"Mafiufactured home" means a building, transportable i n  one o r  more sections, which 

i s  hi l t on a permanent chassis and designed t o  be used w i t h  o r  without a permanent 

foundation wheri connected t o  the required u t i l i t i e s .  The term also includes park 

t r a i l e r s ,  trave: t r a i l e r s ,  and s im i l a r  transportable structures placed on a s i t e  

fo r  180 consecutive days o r  longer and intended t o  be improved property. 

"Mean Sea Level" means the average height o f  the sea f o r  a l l  stages o f  the t ide. 

It i s  used as a reference f o r  establ ishing various elevations w i th in  the 

f loodplain. For purposes of t h i s  ordinance, the term i s  synonymous w i th  National 

Geodetic Ver t ica l  Datum (NGVD) . 
"National Geodetic Ver t ica l  Datum (NGVD)" as corrected i n  1929 i s  a ve r t i ca l  

control  used as a reference for  establ ishing varying elevations w i t h i n  the 

f loodplain.  

''iiew const-uction" Any structure f o r  which the " s t a r t  o f  construction" comnenced 

a f t e r  ( the e f f ec t i ve  date o f  the f i r s t  f loodpla in  managment code, ordinance, o r  

standard based upon speci f ic technical base f lood elevat ion data which establishes 

the area af special f lood hazard) o r  (spec i f ic  date). The term a1 so includes any 

subsequent improvements t o  such structure. 

"New manufactured home park o r  subdivision" means a manufactured home park o r  

subdivision f o r  which the construction o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  servic ing the l o t s  on 

which the manufactured homes are t o  be a f f i xed  ( inc lud ing a t  a minimum, the 



7 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  u t i l i t i e s ,  the construct ion o f  streets,  and e i t h e r  f i n a l  s i t e  

grading o r  the pouring o f  concrete pads) i s  completed on o r  a f t e r  the e f fec t i ve  

date of f 1 oodpl a i n  management regulat ions adopted by a conmuni ty. 

"Recreational vehicleu means a vehic le which i s :  

a. b u i l t  on a s ing le  chassis; 

b. 400 square f ee t  o r  less when measured a t  the la rges t  hor izontal  

projection; 

c. designed t o  be sel f -propel led o r  permanently towable by a 1 i g h t  duty 

truck; and 

d. designed p r ima r i l y  not  f o r  use as a permanent dwel l ing but  as temporary 

1 i v i n g  quarters f o r  recreat ional ,  camping, t rave l ,  o r  seasonal use. 

"Sand dunes" means na tu ra l l y  occurr ing accumulations o f  sand i n  r idges o r  m~unds 

landward o f  the beach. 

"S ta r t  o f  construction" ( f o r  other than new construct ion o r  substant ia l  

improvements under the Costal Bar r ie r  Resources Act (P. L. 97-348)), includes 

substant ia l  improvement, and means the date the bu i ld ing  permit was issued, 

provided the actual  s t a r t  o f  construction, repair ,  reconstruction, o r  improvement 

was w i t h i n  180 days o f  the permit  date. The actual s t a r t  means the f i r s t  placement 

o f  permanent construct ion o f  a bu i ld ing  ( inc lud ing a manufactured home) on a s i te ,  

such as the pouring o f  slabs o r  footings, i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  p i les ,  construct ion o f  

columns, o r  any work beyond the stage o f  excavation o r  the placement o f  a 

manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construct ion does not i n c l  ude land 

preparation, such as c lear ing,  grading and f i l l i n g ;  nor does i t  include the 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  s t reets  and/or walkways; nor does i t  include excavation f o r  a 

basement, footings, p ie rs  o r  foundations o r  the erect ion o f  temporary forms; nor 

does i t  include the i n s t a l l a t i o n  on the property o f  accessory buildings, such as 

garages o r  sheds not  occupied as dwel l ing un i t s  o r  not  p a r t  o f  the main bui ld ing.  

For a Substantial improvement, the actual  s t a r t  o f  construct ion means the f i r s t  

a1 t e ra t i on  o f  any wall,  ce i l i ng ,  f l oo r ,  o r  other s t ructura l  p a r t  o f  a bu i ld ing,  

whether o r  not  t ha t  a l t e ra t i on  a f f ec t s  the external dimensions o f  the bu i ld ing.  



"Structure" means a walled and roofed bu i ld ing  t ha t  i s  p r i nc i pa l l y  above ground, 

a manufactured home, a gas o r  l i q u i d  storage tank, o r  other man-made f a c i l i t i e s  

o r  infrastructures. 

"Substantial damageu means damage o f  any o r i g i n  sustained by a s t ructure whereby 

the cost o f  res to r ing  the s t ructure t o  i t s  before damaged condit ion would equal o r  

exceed 50 percent o f  the market value o f  the s t ructure before the damage occurred. 

"Substanti a1 improvement" means any combination o f  repairs, reconstruction, 

a l terat ion,  o r  improvements t o  a building, taking place during ( the l i f e  o f  a 

bu i ld ing)  (a one ( 1 ) year period), i n  which the cumulative cost equals 

o r  exceeds f i f t y  percent o f  the market value o f  the bui ld ing. The market value 

o f  the bu i ld ing  should be (1) the appraised value o f  the bu i ld ing  p r i o r  t o  the 

s t a r t  o f  the i n i t i a l  repa i r  o r  improvement, o r  (2) i n  the case o f  damage, the 

value o f  the bu i ld ing  p r i o r  t o  the damage occurring. This term includes 

structures which have incurred "substantial damage", regardless o f  the actual 

repa i r  work performed. For the purposes of t h i s  de f in i t i on ,  "substantial improve- 

ment" i s  considered t o  occur when the f i r s t  a1 te ra t ion  o f  any wall,  ce i l i ng ,  f loor ,  

o r  other s t ruc tu ra l  pa r t  o f  the bu i ld ing  comnences, whether o r  not t ha t  a l t e ra t i on  

s i f e c t s  the external dimensions o f  the bui ld ing. The term does not, however, 

include any p ro jec t  f o r  improvement o f  a bu i ld ing  required t o  comply w i th  ex i s t i ng  

health, sanitary, o r  safety code spec i f icat ions which have been i den t i f i ed  by the 

Code Enforcement O f f i c i a l  and which are so le l y  necessary t o  assure safe 1 i v i n g  

conditions. 

"Substant ia l ly improved ex i s t i ng  manufactured home parks o r  subdivision" i s  where 

the repair, reconstruction, r ehab i l i t a t i on  o r  improvement o f  the streets, u t i l i t i e s  

and pads equals o r  exceeds 50 percent o f  the value o f  the streets, u t i l i t i e s  and 

pads before the repair, reconstruction o r  improvement comnenced. 

"Variance" i s  a grant o f  r e l i e f  from the requirements o f  t h i s  ordinance which 

permits construct ion i n  a manner otherwise proh ib i ted by t h i s  ordinance where 

spec i f i c  enforcement mu1 d r e s u l t  i n  unnecessary hardship. 



ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

SECTION A. LANDS TO WHICH THIS ORDINANCE APPLIES. 

This ordinance sha l l  apply t o  a l l  areas o f  special f l ood  hazard w i t h i n  the 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  of L i be r t y  County 
( loca l  u n i t )  

SECTION B. BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD. 

The areas o f  special f l ood  hazard i d e n t i f i e d  by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency i n  i t s  Flood Insurance Rate Map , dated July 16, 1991 

w i t h  accompanying maps and other supporting data, and any rev is ion thereto, are 

adopted by reference and declared t o  be a pa r t  o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

SECTION C. ESTABLISHMENT OF DEVELOPMENT PERMIT. 

A Development Permit sha l l  be required i n  conformance w i t h  the prov is ion o f  t h i s  

ordinance p r i o r  t o  the comnencement o f  any development a c t i v i t i e s .  

SECTION D. COMPLIANCE. 

No s t ructure o r  land sha l l  hereafter be located, extended, converted o r  

s t ruc tu ra l  1 y a1 tered without f u l l  compl iance w i t h  the terms o f  t h i s  ordinance and 

other appl icable regulations. 

SECTION E . ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS. 

This ordinance i s  no t  intended t o  repeal, abrogate, o r  impair  any ex i s t i ng  ease- 

ments, covenants, o r  deed res t r i c t ions .  However, where t h i s  ordinance and another 

codf l  i c t  o r  over1 ap, whichever imposes the more s t r ingent  r es t r i c t i ons  sha l l  pre- 

vai  1 . 

SECTION F. INTERPRETATION. 

I n  the in te rp re ta t ion  and appl icat ion o f  t h i s  ordinance a l l  provis ions sha l l  be: 

(1) considered as minimum requirements; (2) l i b e r a l l y  construed i n  favor  o f  the 

governing body, and; (3) deemed ne i the r  t o  l i m i t  nor repeal any other powers 

granted under s ta te  statutes. 



L ibe r t y  County o r  by any o f f i c e r  o r  employee thereof f o r  any 
( loca l  u n i t )  

od damages t h a t  r e s u l t  from re1 iance on t h i s  ordinance o r  any administrat ive 

The 

f o r  

by 

de i s i o n  l a w f u l l y  made thereunder. I 

SEZTION G. WARNING AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY. 

degree o f  f l ood  protect ion required by t h i s  ordinance i s  considered reasonable 

regulatory purposes and i s  based on s c i e n t i f i c  and engineering consideration. 

Larger f loods can and w i l l  occur on ra re  occasions. Flood heights may be increased 

man-made o r  natural  causes. This ordinance does no t  imply t ha t  land outside the 

areas o f  special f l ood  hazard o r  uses permitted w i t h i n  such areas w i l l  be f ree  from 

f lood ing o r  f l ood  damages. This ordinance shal l  no t  create l i a b i l i t y  on the p a r t  

SE1:TION H. PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION. 

V io la t ion  o f  the provis ions o f  t h i s  ordinance o r  f a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  any o f  i t s  

requirements, inc lud ing v i o l a t i on  o f  condi t ions and safeguards established i n  

coinect ion w i t h  grants o f  variance o r  special exceptions, sha l l  cons t i tu te  a 

mi:sdemeanor. Any person who v io la tes  t h i s  ordinance o r  f a i l s  t o  comply w i t h  any o f  

i t  requirements sha l l ,  upon convict ion thereof, be f i ned  no t  more than $ 

I 
500.00 

o r  imprisoned f o r  not  more than 60 days, o r  both, and i n  addit ion, sha l l  pay 

a1 costs and expenses involved i n  the case. Each day such v i o l a t i on  continues 

b sh 11 be considered a separate offense. Nothing herein contained shal l  prevent the 

L i be r t y  County from tak ing such other lawful  act ions as i s  
( loca l  u n i t )  

necessary t o  prevent o r  remedy any v io la t ion .  

ARTICLE 4. ADMINISTRATION. 

SECTIONA. DESIGNATION OF Bu i ld inq  Inspector 
( loca l  administrator)  

The Bui ld ing Inspector i s  hereby appointed t o  administer and 
(1 ocal administrator)  

implement the provis ions o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

SECTION B. PERMIT PROCEDURES. 

Appl icat ion f o r  a Development Permit sha l l  be made t o  the L i be r t y  Count-y 
( l oca l )  



Bui ld ing Inspector on forms furnished by him o r  her p r i o r  t o  any development 
(admini s t ra to r )  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  and may include, but not  be l im i t ed  to, the fo l lowing plans i n  dupl icate 

drawn t o  scale showing the nature, location, dimensions, and elevations o f  the area 

i n  question; ex is t ing  o r  proposed structures, earthen f i l l , storage o f  mater ia ls o r  

equipment, drainage f a c i l i t i e s ,  and the locat ion o f  the foregoing. 

Speci f ica l ly ,  the f o l  lowing information i s  required: 

(1) Appl i ca t i on  Stage. 

(a) Elevation i n  r e l a t i on  t o  mean sea leve l  o f  the proposed lowest 

f l o o r  ( inc lud ing basement) o f  a1 1 buildings; 

(b)  Elevation i n  r e l a t i on  t o  mean sea leve l  t o  which any non- 

res ident ia l  bu i ld ing  w i l l  be flood-proofed; 

(c )  Ce r t i f i ca te  from a registered professional engineer o r  a rch i tec t  

t ha t  the non-residential flood-proofed bu i ld ing  w i l l  meet the 

f lood-proofing c r i t e r i a  i n  A r t i c l e  5, Section B (2); 

(d) Description o f  the extent t o  which any watercourse w i l l  be a1 tered 

o r  re1 ocated as resu l t  o f  proposed development, and; 

(2) Construction Stage. 

Provide a f l o o r  elevat ion o r  f lood-proofing c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a f t e r  the 

lowest f l o o r  i s  completed, o r  instances where the bu i ld ing  i s  subject 

t o  the regulations applicable t o  Coastal High Hazard Areas, a f t e r  

placement o f  the hor izontal  s t ructura l  members o f  the lowest f l oo r .  

Upon placement o f  the lowest f l oo r ,  o r  f lood-proofing by whatever 

construction means, o r  upon placement o f  the horizontal s t ructura l  

members o f  the lowest f l oo r ,  whichever i s  applicable, i t  shal l  be 

the duty o f  the permit holder t o  submit t o  the Bui ld ing 
( loca l  

Inspector a c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the elevat ion o f  the 
administrator)  

lowest f l oo r ,  flood-proofed elevation, o r  the elevat ion o f  the lowest 

por t ion  o f  the hor izontal  s t ructura l  members o f  the lowest f l oo r ,  

whichever i s  appl icahlc, as b u i l t ,  i n  r e l a t i on  t o  mean sea leve l .  Said 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  shal l  be prepared by o r  under the d i r e c t  supervision o f  

a registered land surveyor o r  professional engineer and c e r t i f i e d  by 



same. When flood-proofing i s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  a par t i cu la r  building, said 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  shal l  be prepared by o r  under the d i r e c t  supervision o f  a 

professional engineer o r  a rch i tec t  and c e r t i f i e d  by same. Any work 

undertaken p r i o r  t o  submission o f  the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  shal l  be a t  the 

pennit  holder's r i s k .  The Bui ld ing Inspector shal l  

( l oca l  administrator) 
review the f l o o r  elevat ion survey data submitted. ~ e f  ic ienc ies 

detected by such review shal l  be corrected by the permit holder 

imnediately and p r i o r  t o  f u r t he r  progressive work being permitted t o  

proceed. Fa i lure t o  submit the survey o r  f a i l u r e  t o  make said 

correct ions required hereby, shal l  be cause t o  issue a stop-work order 

f o r  the project .  

SECTION C. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE Bui ld ing Inspector 
( loca l  administrator) 

Duties o f  the Bui ld ing Inspector shal l  include, but  not  be l im i t ed  to: 
(1 ocal administrator) 

(1) Review a l l  development permits t o  assure t ha t  the permit requirements 

o f  t h i s  ordinance have been sat is f ied;  

(2) Advise permittee t ha t  addi t ional  federal o r  s ta te  permits may be 

required, and i f  spec i f ic  federal o r  s ta te  permit requirements are 

known, require t ha t  copies o f  such permits be provided and maintained 

on f i l e  w i th  the development permit. 

( 3 )  N o t i f y  adjacent c o n u n i t i e s  and the D.E..R. and North Fla. Water kng .  
(s ta te  coordinating agency) 

p r i o r  t o  any a1 te ra t ion  o r  re locat ion o f  a watercourse, and submit 

evidence o f  such n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency. 

(4) Assure t ha t  maintenance i s  provided w i th in  the a l tered o r  relocated 

por t ion o f  said watercourse so tha t  the f lood-carrying capacity i s  

not  diminished. 

(5) Ver i f y  and record the actual elevat ion ( i n  r e l a t i on  t o  mean sea leve l )  

o f  the lowest f l o o r  ( inc lud ing basement) o f  a1 1 new or  substant ia l ly  

improved buildings, i n  accordance w i th  A r t i c l e  4, Section B (2). 

(6) Ver i f y  and record the actual elevat ion ( i n  r e l a t i on  t o  mean sea leve l )  



t o  which the new o r  substant ia l ly  improved bui ld ings have been f lood- 

proofed, i n  accordance wi th  A r t i c l e  4, Section B (2). 

(7) I n  Coastal Hazard Areas, c e r t i f i c a t i o n  shal l  be obtained from a 

registered professional engineer o r  a rch i tec t  t ha t  the bu i ld ing Ts 

designed and securely anchored t o  adequately anchored p i  1 i ngs 02. 

columns i n  order t o  withstand ve loc i t y  waters and hurricane wave wash. 

(8) I n  Coastal High Hazard Areas, the N/A shal l  
( l oca l  administrator) 

review plans f o r  adequacy o f  breakaway wal ls i n  accordance w i th  A r t i c l e  

5, Section B (6)(h).  

(9)  When flood-proofing i s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  a pa r t i cu l a r  building, the 

Bui ld ing Inspector shal l  obtain c e r t i f i c a t i o n  from 
( loca l  admini s t ra to r )  

a registered professional engineer o r  archi tect ,  i n  accordance w i th  

A r t i c l e  5, Section B (2). 

(10) Where in te rp re ta t ion  i s  needed as t o  the exact locat ion o f  boundaries 

o f  the areas o f  special f lood hazard ( f o r  example, where there appears 

t o  be a c o n f l i c t  between a mapped boundary and actual f i e l d  condit ions) 

the Bui ld ing Inspector shal l  make the necessary 
(1 ocal admini s t ra to r )  

in terpretat ion.  The person contesting the locat ion o f  the boundary 

shal l  be given a reasonable opportunity t o  appeal the in te rp re ta t ion  as 

provided i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

(11) When base f lood elevat ion data o r  floodway data have not been provided 

i n  accordance w i t h  A r t i c l e  3, Section B, then the 

Bui ld ing Inspector shal l  obtain, review and 
(1 ocal administrator) 

reasonably u t i l i z e  any base-flood elevat ion and f'oodway data avai lable 

from a federal, s ta te  o r  other source, i n  order t o  administer the 

provisions o f  A r t i c l e  5. 

(12) A l l  records per ta in ing t o  the provisions o f  t h i s  ordinance shal l  be 

maintained i n  the o f f i c e  o f  the Inspecotr 
( loca l  administrator) 

and shal l  be open f o r  publ ic  inspection. 



SECTION D. VARIANCE PROCEDURES. 

( 1) The Board of County Cmslissioners as establ i shed by L i be r t y  
(A peal Board) e (1 ocal 

Couun y shal l  hear and decide appeals and requests f o r  
u n i t )  

variances from the requirements o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

(2) The Board of County C-issionersshall hear and decide appeals 
(Appeal Board) 

when i t  i s  al leged there i s  an e r r o r  i n  any requirement, decision, o r  

determination made by the Bui ld ing Inspector 
(1 ocal administrator)  

i n  the enforcement o r  administrat ion o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

( 3 )  Any person aggrieved by the decis ion o f  the Board of County 
(Appeal 

Canmi s s i  oners o r  any taxpayer may appeal such decis ion 
Board) 

to the C i r c u i t  Court , as provided i n  
name o f  the appropriate cour t )  

F l  a. S t a d t e s  26.012 
(s ta tu te)  

(4 )  Variances may be issued f o r  the repa i r  o r  r ehab i l i t a t i on  o f  h i s t o r i c  

structures (see de f i n i t i on )  upon a determination t h a t  the proposed 

repa i r  o r  rehabi l  i t a t i o n  w i l l  no t  preclude the s t ructure 's  continue 

designation as a h i s t o r i c  s t ructure and the variance i s  the minimum 

t o  preserve the h i s t o r i c  character and design o f  the structure.  

(5 )  I a  passing upon such appl icat ion,  the Of Canmissioners 
(Appeal Board) 

sha l l  consider a1 1 technical evaluations, a l l  re levant factors, a l l  

standards speci f ied i n  other sections o f  t h i s  ordinance, and: 

(a) the danger t ha t  mater ia ls may be swept onto other lands t o  be 

i n j u r y  o f  others; 

(b) the danger t o  l i f e  and property due t o  f lood ing o r  erosion damage; 

( c )  the susceptibi 1 i ty o f  the proposed f a c i l i t y  and i t s  contents t o  

f l ood  damage and the e f f e c t  o f  such damage on the ind iv idua l  

owner; 

(d)  the importance o f  the services provided by the proposed f a c i l i t y  

t o  the comnuni ty; 

(e) the necessity of the f a c i l i t y  t o  a waterfront location, i n  the 

case o f  a funct ional  1 y dependent f a c i  1 i ty; 

( f )  the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a1 ternat ive locations, no t  subject t o  f lood ing 

o r  erosion damage, f o r  the proposed use; 
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(g) the compatibil i t y  o f  the proposed use w i th  ex is t ing  and 

ant ic ipated development; 

(h) the re la t ionship o f  the proposed use t o  the comprehensive plan 

and f loodpla in  managment program f o r  t ha t  area; 

( i )  the safety o f  access t o  the property i n  times o f  f lood f o r  

ordinary and emergency vehicles; 

( j )  the expected heights, veloci ty,  duration, r a te  o f  r i s e  and 

sediment t ransport  o f  the f lood  waters and the e f fec ts  o f  wave 

action, i f  applicable, expected a t  the s i te ,  and; 

( k )  the costs o f  providing governmental services during and a f t e r  

f l ood  condit ions including maintenance and repa i r  o f  pub1 i c  

u t i l i t i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  such as sewer, gas, e lec t r i ca l ,  and 

water systems, and s t reets  and bridges. 

( 6 )  Upon consideration o f  the factors  l i s t e d  above, and the purposes o f  

t h i s  ordinance, the Board of County Camnissioners 
my attach such 

(Appeal Board) 
condit ions t o  the grant ing o f  variances as i t  deems necessary t o  

fu r ther  the purposes o f  t h i s  ordinance. 

(7) Variances shal l  not be issued w i th in  any designated floodway i f  any 

increase i n  f lood leve ls  during the base f lood  discharge would resu l t .  

(8) Conditions f o r  Variances: 

(a) Variances shal l  only be issued upon a determination t ha t  the 

variance i s  the minimum necessary, considering the f lood hazard, 

t o  a f f o rd  re1 i e f ;  and i n  the instance o f  a h i s t o r i ca l  bui ld ing, a 

determination t ha t  the variance i s  the minimum necessary so as not 

t o  destroy the h i s t o r i c  character and design o f  the building; 

(b) Variances shal l  only be issued upon ( i )  a showing o f  good and 

s u f f i c i e n t  cause, ( i i )  a deteminat ion t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  grant 

the variance would r e s u l t  i n  exceptional hardship, and; ( i i i )  a 

determination t ha t  the granting o f  a variance w i l l  not  r esu l t  i n  

increased f lood  heights, addi t ional  threats t o  publ ic  safety. 

extraordinary publ ic  expense, create nuisance, cause fraud on o r  

v i c t im iza t ion  o f  the public, o r  c o n f l i c t  w i th  ex is t ing  loca l  laws 



o r  ordinances. 

(c) Any appl icant t o  whom a variance i s  granted shal l  be given wr i t ten  

not ice speci fy ing the d i f ference between the base f l ood  elevat ion 

and the elevat ion t o  which the bu i ld ing  i s  t o  be b u i l t  and s ta t ing  

t ha t  the cost o f  f l ood  insurance w i l l  be comnensurate wi th  the 

increased r i s k  resu l t ing  from the reduced lowest f l o o r  elevation. 

(d) The B1d!J- Inspector and erk Cour%hal 1 maintain the records o f  
( loca l  administrator) 

a l l  appeal 'actions and repor t  any variances t o  the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency upon request. 

ARTICLE 5. PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION. 

SECTION A. GENERAL STANDARDS. 

I n  a l l  areas o f  special f l ood  hazard the fo l lowing provisions are required: 

(1) New construction and substant ia l  improvements shal l  be anchored t o  

prevent f l o t a t i on ,  col lapse o r  1 a tera l  movement o f  the structure; 

(2) Manufactured homes shal l  be anchored t o  prevent f l o t a t i on ,  collapse, o r  

l a t e r a l  movement. Methods o f  anchoring may include, but  are no t  

1 i m i  ted to, use o f  over-the-top o r  frame t i e s  t o  ground anchors. 

This standard shal l  be i n  addi t ion t o  and consistent w i th  appl icable 

s ta te  requirements f o r  r es i s t i ng  wind forces. 

(3) New construction and substantial improvements shal l  be constructed 

w i th  mater ia ls and u t i l  i ty equipment res is tan t  t o  f lood damage; 

(4)  New construction o r  substantial improvements shal l  be constructed by 

methods and pract ices t ha t  minimize f lood  damage; 

(5) E lec t r i ca l ,  heating, vent i la t ion,  plumbing, a i r  condi t ioning equipment, 

and other service f a c i l i t i e s  sha l l  be designed and/or located so as t o  

prevent water from enter ing o r  accuml a t i ng  w i th in  the components 

during condit ions o f  f looding. 

(6) New and replacement water supply systems shal l  be designed t o  minimize 

o r  el iminate i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  f l ood  waters i n t o  the system; 

(7 )  New and replacement sani tary sewage systems sha l l  be designed t o  
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minimize o r  el imate i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  f lood waters i n t o  the systems and 

discharges from the systems i n t o  f lood waters; 

(8) On-site waste disposal systems shal l  be located and constructed t o  

avoid impairment t o  them o r  contamination from them during f looding. 

and; 

(9) Any a1 terat ion, repair, reconstruction o r  improvements t o  a bu i ld ing  

which i s  i n  compliance w i th  the provisions o f  t h i s  ordinance, shal l  

meet the requirements o f  "new construction" as contained i n  t h i s  

ordinance. 

(10) Any a1 terat ion, repair, reconstruction o r  improvements t o  a bu i ld ing  

which i s  not i n  compliance w i th  the provisions of t h i s  ordinance, shal l  

be undertaken only  i f  said non-conformity i s  not  furthered, extended, 

o r  replaced. 

SECTION B. SPECIFIC STANDARDS. 

I n  a1 1 areas o f  special f l o o i  hazard where base f lood elevat ion data have been 

provided, as set f o r t h  i n  A r t i c l e  3, Section B, o r  A r t i c l e  4, Section C ( l l ) ,  the 

fo l lowing provisions are required: 

( 1) Residential Construction. New construction o r  substantial improvement 

o f  any res ident ia l  bu i ld ing  ( o r  manufactured home) shal l  have the 

lowest f l oo r ,  including basement elevated no lower than ( 2 feet! 

above the base f lood  elevation. Should sol i d  foundation perimeter 

wal ls be used t o  elevate a structure, openings s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  

the unimpeded movements o f  f l ood  waters shal l  be provided i n  accordance 

wi th  standards o f  A r t i c l e  5, Section B (3). 

(2) &n-Residential Construction. New construction o r  substantial 

improvement o f  any comnercial , indus t r ia l ,  o r  non-residential bu i ld ing  

(o r  manufactured home) shal l  have the lowest f l oo r ,  including basement, 

elevated no lower thafi ( 2 fee t )  above the leve l  o f  the base f lood 

elevation. Buildings located i n  a l l  A-zones may be flood-proofed i n  

1 ieu  o f  being elevated provided tha t  a1 1 areas o f  the bu i ld ing  below 

the required elevat ion are water t i g h t  wi th wal ls substant ia l ly  



impermeable t o  the passage o f  water, and use s t ruc tu ra l  components 

having the capab i l i t y  o f  r es i s t i ng  hydrostat ic and hydrodynamic loads 

and the e f f e c t  o f  buoyancy. A registered professional engineer o r  

a rch i tec t  sha l l  c e r t i f y  t ha t  the standards o f  t h i s  subsection are 

sat isf ied.  Such c e r t i f i c a t i o n  sha l l  be provided t o  the o f f i c i a l  as 

se t  f o r t h  i n  A r t i c l e  4, Section C (9). 

(3 )  Elevated Buildings. New construct ion o r  substant ia l  improvements o f  

elevated bu i ld ings t ha t  include f u l l y  enclosed areas formed by 

foundation and other  ex te r i o r  wal ls below the base f lood e levat ion 

sha l l  be designed t o  preclude f in ished 1 i v i n g  space and designed t o  

a1 low f o r  the en t ry  and e x i t  o f  floodwaters t o  automat ical ly equalize 

hydrostat ic f l ood  forces on ex te r i o r  walls. 

(a) Designs f o r  complying w i th  t h i s  requirement must e i t h e r  be 

c e r t i f i e d  by a professional engineer o r  a r ch i t ec t  o r  meet the 

fo l lowing minimum c r i t e r i a :  

(i) Provide a minimum o f  two openings having a t o t a l  net  

area of no t  less than one square inch f o r  every square 

f oo t  o f  enclosed area subject t o  f looding; 

( i i )  The bottom o f  a l l  openings sha l l  be no higher than one 

f oo t  above grade; and, 

(iii) Ope~ings may be equipped w i th  screens, louvers, valves 

o r  other coverings o r  devices provided they permit the 

automatic f low o f  floodwaters i n  both d i rect ion.  

(b) Access t o  the enclosed area shal l  be the minimum necessary t o  

a l low f o r  parking o f  vehicles (garage door) o r  l im i t ed  storage o f  

maintenance equipment used i n  connection w i t h  the premises 

(standard ex te r i o r  door) o r  en t ry  t o  the l i v i n g  area (stairway o r  

elevator)  ; and 

(c)  The i n t e r i o r  po r t ion  of such enclosed areas sha l l  no t  be 

par t i t i oned  o r  f in ished i n t o  separate rooms. 

(4) Standards f o r  Manufactured Homes and Recreational Vehicles. 

(a) A1 1 manufactured homes placed, o r  subs tan t ia l l y  improved, on 
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ind iv idual  l o t s  o r  parcels, i n  expansions t o  ex is t ing  manufactured 

home parks o r  subdivisions, o r  i n  substant ia l ly  improved manufact- 

ured home parks o r  subdivisions, must meet a l l  the requirements f o r  

new construction, inc lud ing elevat ion and anchoring. 

(b)  A l l  manufactured homes placed o r  substant ia l ly  improved i n  an 

ex is t ing  manufactured home park o r  subdivision must be elevated so 

that:  

( i ) .  The lowest f l o o r  o f  the manufactured home i s  elevated no 

lower than (('1 fee t )  above the leve l  o f  the base f lood 

elevation, o r  

( i i ) .  The manufactured home chassis i s  supported by reinforced 

p ie rs  o r  other foundation elements o f  a t  leas t  an 

equivalent strength, o f  no less than 36 inches i n  height 

above grade. 

( i i i ) .  The manufactured home must be securely anchored t o  the 

adequately anchored foundation system t o  r e s i s t  f l o t a t i on ,  

c o l l  apse and 1 atera l  movement. 

( i v ) .  I n  an ex is t ing  manufactured home park o r  subdivision on 

which a manufactured home has incurred "substantial 

damage" as the resu l t  o f  a flood, any manufactured home 

placed o r  substant ia l ly  improved must meet the standards 

o f  A r t i c l e  5, Section B(4) (b ) ( i )  and ( i i i )  above. 

( c )  A l l  recreational vehicles placed on s i t es  must e i ther :  

( i ) .  Be f u l l y  l icensed and ready f o r  highway use, o r  

( i i ) .  The recreat ional  vehic le must meet a l l  the requirements 

for  new construction, including anchoring and elevat ion 

requirements o f  A r t i c l e  5, Section B (4) (a)  o r  ( b ) ( i )  

and ( i i i ) ,  above. 

A recreational vehic le i s  ready f o r  highway use i f  i t  i s  

on i t s  wheels o r  jacking system, i s  attached t o  the s i t e  

only by quick disconnect type u t i l i t i e s  and secur i ty  

devi ses and has no permanent1 y attached structures. 



(5) Floodways. Located w i th in  areas o f  special f l ood  hazard established i n  

A r t i c l e  3, Section B, are areas designated as floodways. Since the 

floodway i s  an extremely hazardous area due t o  the ve loc i t y  o f  f l ood  

waters which ca r ry  debris, po ten t ia l  p ro j ec t i l e s  and has erosion 

po ten t ia l  , the f o l  lowing provis ions shal l  apply: 

(a) P roh ib i t  encroachments, inc lud ing f i l l , new construction, 

substant ia l  improvements and other developments unless 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  ( w i t h  supporting technical data) by a registered 

professional engineer i s  provided demonstrating t ha t  encroachments 

sha l l  not  r e s u l t  i n  any increase i n  f l ood  l eve l s  dur ing occurance 

o f  the base f lood  discharge; 

(b) I f  A r t i c l e  5, Section B(5)(a) i s  sat is f ied,  a l l  new construct ion 

and substant ia l  improvements sha l l  comply w i th  a1 1 appl icable 

f l ood  hazard reduction provis ions o f  A r t i c l e  5. 

( c )  P roh ib i t  the placement o f  manufactured homes (mobile homes), 

except i n  an ex i s t i ng  manufactured homes (mobile homes) park o r  

subdivision. A replacement manufactured home may be placed on a 

l o t  i n  an ex i s t i ng  manufactured home park o r  subdivision provided 

the anchoring standards o f  A r t i c l e  5, Section A(2), and the 

e levat ion standards o f  A r t i c l e  5, Section B (1) and the 

encroachment standards o f  A r t i c l e  5, Section B(5)(a), are met. 

SECTION C. STANDARDS FOR STREAMS WITHOUT ESTABLISHED BASE FLOOD ELEVATION ANDLO1 

FLOODUAY S . 
Located w i t h i n  the areas o f  special f lood hazard established i n  A r t i c l e  3, Section 

B, where streams e x i s t  bu t  where no base f lood  data has been provided o r  where base 

f lood data has been provided without floodways, the fo l lowing provis ions apply: 

(1 )  No encroachments, inc lud ing f i l l  mater ia l  o r  structures sha l l  be 

1 ocated w i t h i n  areas of special f l ood  hazard, unless c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

by a registered professional engineer i s  provided demonstrating 

t ha t  the cumulative e f fec t  o f  the proposed development, when com- 

bined w i th  a l l  other ex i s t i ng  and ant ic ipated development w i l l  not  
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increase the water surface elevat ion o f  the base f lood more than 

one foot a t  any po in t  w i t h i n  the comunity.  The engineering 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  should be supported by technical data t h a t  

conforms t o  standard hydraul i c  engineering pr inc ip les.  

(2) New construct ion o r  substant ia l  improvements o f  bu i ld ings sha l l  be 

elevated o r  f l  ood-proofed t o  elevat ions established i n  accordance 

w i t h  A r t i c l e  4, Section C (11). 

SECTION D. STANDARDS FOR SUBDIVISION PROPOSALS. 

(1) A l l  subdivision proposals sha l l  be consistent w i t h  the need t o  minimize 

f 1 ood damage; 

(2) A1 1 subdivision proposals sha l l  have pub l i c  u t i l i t i e s  and f a c i l i t i e s  

such as sewer, gas, e l e c t r i c a l  and water systems located and constructed 

t o  minimize f lood damage; 

(3) A l l  subdivision proposals sha l l  have adequate drainage provided t o  

reduce exposure t o  f l ood  hazards, and; 

(4 )  Base f lood  e levat ion data sha l l  be provided f o r  subdivision proposals 

and other proposed development ( inc lud ing manufactured home parks and 

subdivisions) which i s  greater than the lesser o f  f i f t y  l o t s  o r  f i v e  

acres. 

SECTION E -  STANDARDS FOR AREAS OF SHALLOW FLOODING (A0 ZONES). 

Located w i t h i n  the areas o f  special f l ood  hazard established i n  A r t i c l e  3, Section 

B, are areas designated as shallow f lood ing areas. These areas have special f lood 

hazards associated w i t h  base f lood  depths o f  one t o  three f ee t  (1' - 3  where a 

c l e a r l y  defined channel does not  e x i s t  and where the path of f lood ing i s  

unpredictable and indeterminate; therefore, the f o l l  owing provis ions apply: 

( 1 )  A1 1 new construct ion and substanti a1 improvements o f  res ident i  a1 

bu i ld ings sha l l  have the lowest f l oo r ,  inc lud ing basement, elevated t o  

the depth number spec i f ied on the Flood Insurance Rate Map, i n  feet, 

above the highest adjacent grade. If no depth number i s  specif ied, the 

lowest f l oo r ,  inc lud ing basement, sha l l  be elevated, a t  l eas t  two (2) 

feet above the highest adjacent grade. 
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(2)  A l l  new construction and substantial improvements o f  non-residential 

bui ldings shal l  : 

(a) have the lowest f loor,  including basement, elevated t o  the depth 

number specif ied on the Flood Insurance Rate Map, i n  feet, above 

the highest adjacent grade. I f  no depth number i s  specified, the 

lowest floor, including basement shal l  be elevated a t  least  two 

(2) feet  above the highest adjacent grade, or; 

(b) togetherwi th attendant u t i l i t y a n d  s a n i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s  be 

completely flood-proofed t o  o r  above tha t  level  so that  any space 

below that  level  i s  watertight wi th  wal ls substant ial ly 

impermeable t o  the passage o f  water and wi th structural  components 

having the capabil i t y  of res is t ing  hydrostatic and hydrodynamic 

loads and ef fects  o f  buoyancy. 

Adopted on July 2, 1991 

Date: July 2, 199?. 


